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Fair Trading 
 

Today St Mark’ s launches a Fair Trading project – a stall of 
reasonably priced products from the firm, Tribes and Nations 
available for sale in St Mark’s Hall, to promote ‘fair trade’.  
 

When I first thought seriously about Fair Trade, it was from a place 
of loving my neighbour, perhaps a simple act of kindness, until I 
was reminded of Nelson Mandela’s Live 8 Concert in 2005, where he 
said ‘Overcoming poverty is not a gesture of charity, it’s an act of 

justice’. 
 

Following their return from Tanzania in 2003, where they worked 
for the Anglican Church with women and youth, Grant and 

Mignonne Murray had a vision to make a significant difference to 
the lives of the poor through trade – thus Tribes and Nations was 
born. Based on Fair Trade principles, they seek to be a market 

bridge between income generating projects and the global 
community, especially concerned for those who have felt poverty 

more acutely because of social stigma, for example those with 
AIDS, or suffering bias in minority religious groups.  
 
Fair Trade means that the one who does the work receives fair 

wage or profit, giving a fair go to workers and farmers around the 
world. In this way, producers receive a fair price for their goods, 
advances are paid to cover the cost of materials, and neither 
production nor workplaces exploit staff or environment.  

 
HEED, Bangladesh, one of Tribes and Nations’ partners, is a 

National, not for profit, voluntary society. It stands for Health, 

Education, and Economic Development, and offer programmes such 
as micro- credit, education of women and slum dwellers, TB and 
leprosy prevention, fishery/ agricultural projects, disaster response 
preparation, and various groups aimed at empowering the poor. 

 
Umtha, another partner, meaning ‘ray of light’ in the local language, 

in Capetown, South Africa, provides training and employment for 
previously disadvantaged women. Their employees, who make 
beaded jewellery of world class quality, are single mothers and/or 
HIV positive women who live mostly in nearby slum and who, 

because of their status, would otherwise find it difficult to get work. 
 
The Priscilla Centre, Assam, India, works with women who are, or 
have been, commercial sex workers, alcoholics, drug addicts, those 

with HIV/AIDS and early school leavers. The Centre works alongside 
churches and local community to set up counseling and vocational 
centres, each new centre set up with the aim of becoming self 
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funding through local donations and sale of their products overseas. 

The Priscilla Centre also provides shelters for those dying of AIDS 
who are unable to return to their families. 

 
Hagar Design, a business set up to provide work for vulnerable 

women and generate income for the Hagar Projects provides  
The Hagar Shelter, meeting the needs of destitute women and 

children living on the streets of Phnom Penh, Foster Home 
Programmes, caring for orphans, street kids and those from 
backgrounds of trafficking and abuse, and The House of Smiles, 
which provides residential care for orphaned children with severe 

disabilities. 
 
These are just a few of the partners, and I haven’t even mentioned 
the coffee, where farmers outside the Fair Trade system can receive 

anything from 5 to 100% of the fair trade price, the average farmer 
about 3c per $3 coffee! Of the small scale farmers, 20 to 25 million 
worldwide, about 5 million benefit from fair trade prices. Tribes and 

Nations, and their partners, are able to provide quality handmade 
products, conscience clear shopping, direct involvement with the 

poor, and the certainty that your purchase choice can make a 
difference. 

 
I think it’s sometimes easy to distance ourselves from the pain and 

suffering of those on the other side of the planet, but I have found 
even with my small involvement with this issue that I cannot help 
asking myself, ‘How would I feel if this was my daughter, my 
grandson, my friend, my neighbour?’ Could I then sleep well at 

night knowing that I had done nothing to help. These marginalized 
people are our neighbours, and they do belong to our family. 
 

Solving poverty? It’s an act of justice! 
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