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Following Jesus 
 

It’s time to be passionate – the last NCD survey results show that Passionate Spirituality is our 

newest minimum factor. So this year we will be looking at why is it that we don’t seem to be so 

passionate about our faith and looking at finding ways of turning that around! We are passionate 

about the things that really matter.  What are the things that really matter to you? If you’d been able 

to see me on my recent holiday you’d be thinking I think Chris is pretty keen on tennis and cricket. 

Yes there was a fair bit of watching both those  –  but we’d probably also nominate family, and if 

the media is any guide then all the focus on the Stock market gyrations suggests that many 

Australians see money matters. What about God?  God who is best known by following Jesus as 4 

fishermen were called to do in that passage Gwen has just read from Matthew’s Gospel (4:12-25). 

Following Jesus was already a metaphor by the time the evangelists were writing, it meant to be 

linked to the Jesus community to be seeking to live with Jesus as a model and adopting his values - 

but behind it is an actual following, an actual abandonment of occupation and family to follow, 

travel with, Jesus. Not all who responded to Jesus positively received such a call. But it was given 

to some, who were not thereby superior to those who remained devoted to God's will and stayed 

with their families and occupations.  

Family and work (job) were the 2 great priorities of Middle Eastern society. Local systems of work 

and family were crucial for security and the fabric of society – the 2 inextricably linked – still so 

today unlike here where its just work or the economy that seems to matter. This story makes a 

statement about these dominant values. Jesus creates social dislocation by placing the challenge of 

the kingdom ahead of family and work loyalties. Jesus' challenge sets these priorities aside, not in 

principle and not for everyone, but nevertheless in a way that relativises them. There is something 

great, more fundamental, than family and the local economy. To challenge these is to take a real 

risk, but for many people, real growth will never happen until they can make such a move. Eg 

children needing to leave the nest as it were and make own way in the world. Sometimes it is we as 

parents who have to let go and make it easier for our children to spread their wings as it were and 

fly. Parenthood, as those of you who have been gifted with that privilege would know full well is 

the best of jobs and the worst of jobs. Is one ever really prepared for it and the changes and 

difference it brings to ones life?.  Great joy, delight, laughter.  Occasions of quiet satisfaction. But 

also, tears. frustration, anxiety fear, guilt. All of these and more are the lot of parents as we nurture 

our children, watch and help them grow, develop. Succeed, hopefully often; fail, necessarily 

because that is part and parcel of learning and moving towards a fuller realisation of potential. Does 

one ever really stop worrying, feeling somehow responsible as a parent? Probably not – but it is 

important that we let our children go! 

All this reminds me of the wise thing that was said to my mother in law when Pam’s brother, her 

first child was born. This friend came in and saw her with the 2-3day old child and after the usual 

congratulations and oohing and ahing said “well now you have to begin your most important job 

“Teaching him to learn to live without you” 

Our most important and perhaps most difficult job, to let our children go having helped them learn 

to live as full and free and interdependent lives as possible. 
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I said before that Jesus in his call to follow him is saying there is something great, more 

fundamental, than family and the local economy. To challenge these is to take a real risk, but for 

many people, real growth will never happen until they can make such a move. The same applies to 

communities and congregations: local conditions and loyalties can replace the God of the kingdom, 

so that congregations serve something other than the kingdom, abandoning the radical agenda 

which challenges us to call into question the dominant values of family and economy or whatever 

else we might hold as important.  Means being passionate about the right things – too easily we can 

allow past patterns and local traditions to get in the way of necessary change.  

It is interesting that Matthew does not start with his story of Jesus proper without first identifying 

those who will carry it on. They, indeed, will be among those who bring its light into dark places in 

and beyond Galilee. Fishing for people can have negative tones; here, not so; but the unfamiliar 

usage would have jolted hearers to something very distinctive happening here. It is not scalp 

hunting but seeking out people to follow, in the way that Jesus has sought out the disciples, 

engaging them in the vision and agenda of the kingdom which will widen their horizons taking 

them into dark and unfamiliar places, but with light and compassion.  

Perhaps the key question for us to ponder as we enter into this New Year together is, “are we 

passionate about seeking out and helping others to follow Jesus? That will depend on our answer to 

a prior question: “Is what we have discovered in Jesus and this community of God’s people so 

attractive, so transforming, so life giving that we want others to know about it and discover it for 

themselves?”  If the answer is not yes then we will find we have little enthusiasm for sharing the 

Gospel with others. But when we experience the transforming love of God in all its fullness then 

our enthusiasm can be infectious and we find we want share our faith with others. 

You and I if we want to call ourselves Christian are called to follow in the way of Jesus and to 

encourage others to also follow in that way; which is the way which leads to life, life in all its 

fullness. What are we prepared to give up in order to help that to happen?  There’s something for 

you to ponder on.  
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