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Sermon Notes  St Mark's Anglican Church  

South Hurstville 

Fourth Sunday after Epiphany 

3 February 2008 

Preacher 

Kirsty Robertson 

PNG Program Manager 

Anglican Board of Mission 

Readings: Micah 6.1-8; Psalm 15; 1 Corinthians 1:18-31; Matthew 5.1-12 

 

Do justice, love kindness, walk humbly with your God 
 

Thank you for your invitation for me to be here today.  

 

I’ve been reflecting a lot lately as it has now been one year since I started working at ABM 

(Anglican Board of Mission). I started there this time last year and by the end of the second week I 

found myself in the highlands of PNG. I had been invited to witness the opening of a water project 

attached to a health clinic. Both the water project and the health clinic were funded through ABMs 

programs. The opening was due to take place after church on Sunday and on the Saturday morning 

the women asked me if I wanted to see where they used to get water from. We walked down to the 

stream which wasn’t so much far as it was steep and slippery. Murky thick brown water flowed 

slowly down. This explained why the records at the clinic stated that at any one time approximately 

half of the village members had diarrhoea. The opening the next day was lovely with lots of singing 

and celebration but the real impact of this project didn’t hit me until I went back again in November 

some 10 months later. Babies were clean and plump, mothers smiling, there was a small flower bed 

using the run off from the water, the clinic had now expanded into HIV work because there wasn’t 

enough patients for a standard practice. The local police told me rates of domestic violence were 

down and the local priest told me the church was packed, people had hope again.  

 

This clean water had changed people’s lives. Anglicans all over Australia had changed people’s 

lives.  

 

The God in people all across Australia inspired them “to do, to love, and to walk”, myself included 

………..and people’s lives were transformed.  

 

I often flip through the pages of the bible trying to find out how I can be like God, what does it 

mean to live how he wants me to live? And I guess that’s why I love that Micah reading we heard 

today. I love the court room drama, I love that God calls the people “my people”, I love that what is 

being asked of us is clear and unequivocal. God is asking us to “do justice, to love kindness and to 

walk humbly”. “To do, to love, and to walk”. 

  

ABM works in the world through three main programs. The Indigenous program, the Church to 

Church program and the community development program. I work on the community development 

program but to be honest the division is often not as clear as you might think. In PNG 60% of rural 

health and education is provided by the church not the state. 

 

Recently I was in PNG for a large community consultation. Through ABM the church in PNG has 

received a substantial donation for HIV work. The first phase is to expand an already existing HIV 

clinic in Port Moresby where people can come, be tested, receive counseling, drugs and other 

medication and seek support.  

 

We called together community leaders and asked them what they wanted in this place. They 
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suggested privacy in the waiting rooms, state of the art laboratory equipment, solid education for 

staff, comfy chairs, air-conditioning even!  

 

We then called together HIV positive men and women, people infected and affected by the disease 

and asked them the same question. They said they wanted only two things firstly a small 

playground so they could sit and chat to other HIV affected people while their children played and 

secondly a chapel, to pray.  

 

Their answers reminded me of something I already knew but often forget; God is in everything, in 

everyone. Sure these HIV positive people seek hope in medical treatment but they also seek hope 

through God. Not only do they seek hope but they seek, like I do, that true happiness, that inward 

joy that is found when we are all that God intends us to be.   

 

The passage from Micah talks about being humble, about admitting that we need help, that we 

cannot do it alone. And I think that ABMs projects in Australia and all over the world are an 

indication of what amazing things can we achieve with his help. 

 

___________________________ 
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