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13 Challenge 
 

We like to be in control do we not, for things to be done our way I link that with the drive within us 

for certainty we like to know exactly how things are – examples squeezing of toothpaste,  - child 

“you’re not the boss of me, I am the boss of me;  politicians  John Howard absolute control -  

reports  in SMH this weekend of similar propensity in Kevin Rudd – need to control things, for 

certainty can be counterproductive  - child and politician alike.  It can also get in the way of being 

open to where God wants us to be. Rowan Williams had something to say about this drive for 

certainty/control in an Easter sermon at Canterbury Cathedral linking it to the way Mary of 

Magdala tried to cling to the risen Jesus.  

 

There is a clinging to Jesus that shows itself in the longing to be utterly sure of our rightness; 

we want him there, we want him where we can see him and manage him, so that we know 

exactly where to turn to be told that everything is all right and that he is on our side. We do it 

in religious conflicts, we do it in moral debates, we do it in politics. We want to stand still and 

be reassured, rather than moving faithfully with Jesus along a path into new life whose 

turnings we don't know in advance. To have an absolute reassurance of our rightness 

somehow stands in the way of following Jesus to the Father; it offers us an image of ourselves 

that pleases and consoles, instead of the deeper and harder assurance of the gospel - the 

assurance that whether or not we have a satisfying image of ourselves, we have the promise 

of forgiveness and of a future. 

 

The question we need to ask ourselves is, are we prepared to live out the uncertainty of Easter faith. 

(Yes there is also a certainty about it, a certainty based on the conviction that the life, death and 

resurrection of Jesus lead to a guaranteed end – eternal life!). Are we prepared to own our fears and 

uncertainties – let us not kid ourselves, we all have them and rather than allowing them to 

immobilise us as the disciples were, hiding behind locked doors or to cause us to run away, as the 

Gospel writers tells us some of the early witnesses to the resurrection did, fleeing in their confusion. 

Rather than fleeing or being immobilised are we prepared to be sent as the Father sent Jesus? What 

this really means is are we prepared to follow Jesus, for he goes before us, assuring us of the one 

thing we can be sure about that the way ahead leads to the Father. Rowan Williams again:  

 

Jesus in his post resurrection appearances tells us that he is being taken to a destination 

more unknown than we could imagine. He is going to the Father. From now on, there will 

be no truthful way of speaking or thinking about him except as the one who lives 

alongside the source of all things. These simple, abrupt words already contain all the 

mysteries we celebrate when we say the creeds, when we break the bread of the Holy 

Communion; they tell us that Jesus gives exactly what the Father gives - life, glory, 

forgiveness, transfiguration. Through death he has passed into the heart of reality; he has 

returned where he came from. At the very beginning of John's gospel, we read of the 

Word of God living 'nearest to the Father's heart' from all eternity. He comes to us in the 

flesh and blood of Jesus and shows the glory, the radiant, solid life, of God pouring out in 

love: the fullest showing of that love is in his free acceptance of suffering and death, and 



 2 

if we are able to accept that this death sets us free once and for all! The glory of the 

divine life is shared with us. Jesus goes to the Father and from his place next to the 

Father's heart sends out the gift of the Spirit of Truth, which allows us a share in his own 

closeness to the Father – intimacy is what its all about. 

 

St John talks about this in the opening words of his first letter,  

 

We declare to you what was from the beginning, what we have heard, what we have seen 

with our eyes, what we have looked at and touched with our hands, concerning the word 

of life—this life was revealed, and we have seen it and testify to it, and declare to you the 

eternal life that was with the Father and was revealed to us—  we declare to you what we 

have seen and heard so that you also may have fellowship with us; and truly our 

fellowship is with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ.. 1John1.1-3 

 

St Paul is pointing us to the same reality when, in the passage Joy has read from Colossians, he 

talks about believers being raised with Christ – sharing in resurrection life – and their life being hid 

with Christ in God. 

 

To realise this is to realise that we cannot have Jesus on our terms. After the resurrection, with its 

demonstration that Jesus’ life is as indestructible as God the Father's life, we can't simply go back to 

the Jesus who is humanly familiar; and -obviously - we can't have Jesus as a warm memory, a dear 

departed whose grave we can visit. He is alive and ahead of us, clearing a path to the Father's heart. 

Christian faith does not look back to a great teacher and example but forward to where Jesus leads, 

to that ultimate being-at-home with God which he has brought to life in the history of our world. 

 

So: 'Do not cling to me', he says; doubt not, be assured I am with you to the end of time, rather go 

and bring others along on the journey. 

We need to find a way each one of us to follow the example of John in his letter, to declare to others 

what we have heard, what we have seen with our eyes, what we have looked at and touched 

with our hands, concerning the word of life  

that is, to talk about our experience of the living God.  Mostly we are much too shy about that – and 

yet I know many if not all of you have such experience and it is a source of great encouragement to 

others when it is shared. Need to do it for all sorts of reasons, not least because we need to grow this 

community. You may have noticed our numbers are not appreciably growing and yet we have good 

news worth sharing have we not? I want to put a challenge before you today as we celebrate Easter 

life with all its hope and joy. I call it the 1x1x1 or 1
3 
Challenge.

  
That is that each one of us over the 

next 1 year
 
aims to be instrumental in having 1 other person join this community and begin to 

worship on a regular basis.  (and if you regularly worship elsewhere then apply this to your own 

parish)  The one year time frame gives time to think about it and pray about it and find ways to 

invite person to some of our activities. Maybe begin with a social event, or our Pet service or one of 

our other activities. If each were able to do that then we would double our community. In response 

to such an idea don’t run away, don’t be immobilized, but allow the spirit of the risen Jesus to guide 

you and show you the way to share your faith experience naturally so that others are drawn to learn 

that the risen Jesus promises a transformation never yet imagined or expected, the possibility of 

reconciliation and of sharing Jesus’ intimacy with the Father.   

Remember always we are justified by faith, as we resolve to follow the risen Jesus into the 

unknown depths of God's life; we are not justified by success (but let us not fail by not even trying) 

so as we continue to live out our faith in the resurrection, can we with Mary and Thomas, prompt 

others to come and ponder the empty tomb and voice and explore doubts and take the first steps on 

Jesus’ path.  
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Have a blessed and joyous Easter.  

_______________________________ 


