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Whom will I send – here I am, send me 
 
Having heard that Warden’s report on behalf of the Parish Council, one can only say what a wonderful, 
diverse, talented community this is. Not that that report which Robert has just given is the only recent 
evidence we have for the giftedness of this community. It was also shown by the amazing MAV Easter 
concert in our Hall yesterday. If you missed it all I can say is: 

� It was special – what an amazing array of talent from both St Mark’s and the Mary Andrews Village 
community, and 

� Make sure you put it on your calendar for next year – the Saturday after Easter at 11.00am. 

We are indeed blessed, and have been mightily by God this past year! Before I go on to look at some 
visions/dreams for the future I need to add my own thanks to those of the Wardens. 

� First and foremost to the whole parish community – to you each one, for the way that you support the 
life St Mark’s.  Yes, with your $’s which meant that our offertories increased by 10% last year and our 
Mission giving was also up on the previous year, but also for the way that you respond whenever there is 
something to be done - often without even needing to be asked.  

� One can’t make mention of everyone, and you always miss out someone who should be mentioned but I 
must mention Von, Elaine, both Betty’s, Alan and Joy, Louise, Gwen, Susan and Melinda, Chris, Lois 
and the choir together with our growing band of musicians, the members of the parish council, the 
Wardens - Alan, Barbara and Robert, Wesley and Jim who with the wardens make up the parish 
Executive and the list goes on… 

I want to ask you now to shift your gaze and thinking from past to present and future. I’d like to challenge 
you to think about the St Mark’s of 5-10 years down the track. Can we catch a vision of what God is calling 
us towards? I want to do this by re-iterating what I said last week. 

 
(quoting from Easter sermon) 

 
“In the resurrection appearances Jesus says: 'Do not cling to me', doubt not, be assured I am with you to the 
end of time, rather go and bring others along on the journey. 

We need to find a way each one of us to follow the example of John in his letter, to declare to others what we 

have heard, what we have seen with our eyes, what we have looked at and touched with our hands, 

concerning the word of life  

that is,  to talk about our experience of the living God.  Mostly we are much too shy about that – and yet I 

know many if not all of you have such experience and it is a source of great encouragement to others when it 

is shared. Need to do it for all sorts of reasons not least because we need to grow this community. You may 
have noticed our numbers are not appreciably growing and yet we have good news worth sharing have we 

not? I want to put a challenge before you today as we celebrate Easter life with all its hope and joy. I call it 

the 1x1x1 or 1
3 
challenge.

  
That is that each one of us over the next 1 year

 
aims to be instrumental in having 1 

other person join this community and begin to worship on a regular basis.  (and if you regularly worship 

elsewhere then apply this to your own parish)  The one year time frame gives time to think about it and pray 

about it and find ways to invite person to some of our activities. Maybe begin with a social event, or our Pet 
service or one of our other activities. If each were able to do that then we would double our community. In 

response to such an idea don’t run away, don’t be immobilized, but allow the spirit of the risen Jesus to 

guide you and show you the way to share your faith experience naturally so that others are drawn to learn 
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that the risen Jesus promises a transformation never yet imagined or expected, the possibility of 

reconciliation and of sharing Jesus’ intimacy with the Father.  Remember always we are justified by faith, as 

we resolve to follow the risen Jesus into the unknown depths of God's life; we are not justified by success 

(but let us not fail by not even trying) so as we continue to live out our faith in the resurrection, can we with 
Mary and Thomas, prompt others to come and ponder the empty tomb and voice and explore doubts and take 

the first steps on Jesus’ path.” 

As I said at the beginning, this is a good community and we have been and are being blessed by God. But we 
can’t rest on our laurels.  There are encouraging signs, we’ve had new and younger faces join us. It’s true we 
may never get back to the hey-days of the 50’s and 60’s with attendance at Sunday school in the dozens (if 
not more) and the large vibrant youth forum, but I do have a dream and a vision building on the resources 
and strengths we have. Let me sketch out some elements of that vision for you: 

� Developing programs that help people find resources they need for life to be more intentional/ 
purposeful with a sense of meaning and value. To make the connections between life and faith. So one’s 
faith actually informs and provides resources to help one deal with the complexity of life in the world 
today. Fitting into this is the Parenting Education Program beginning in May, Education for Ministry, 
Living the Questions, Eco-Church which also provides links into the community and Council run 
environmental programs.  I see us developing our own St Mark’s Institute in parallel or perhaps linked to 
the St James Institute in the City. 

� Strengthening and further developing our support ad pastoral care programs. To build the team we 
already have at MAV and our links with Chaplaincy at St George Hospital where Lois is one of the lay 
Chaplaincy assistants. We have agreed to become a support link parish for Janine Steele the Chaplain at 
St George’s Hospital.  I am pleased to announce that that Janine has agreed to be the preacher for our St 
Mark’s celebrations this year. I envisage Carinya Club going on from strength to strength. I know that 
Carinya volunteers wonder how much longer they can keep going, but is there any reason why we can’t 
find from within our community new and younger people to carry on that most significant ministry for 
the frail aged of our community? Linking this, and my first point, would be seminars on loss and grief; 
coping with chronic illness; preparing for retirement etc. 

� To find a way of building our focus on families with younger children – something we have identified as 
a priority for the past 18 months. As this happens there will be potential implications in aspects of our 
life together. We will need to see a greater variety in worship. I envisage our 8.00am service will remain 
much as it is – with its high standard of choral music. But in other areas there is room for change and 
experiment. I would like to see us develop: 

1. A mid week parents and toddlers service and playtime. There are plans to get this of the ground in 
the next few weeks 

2. Much more participation in the 9.45am service. This may mean that we have to get used to screen 
and video projector as we make use of modern technology. 

3. Our monthly evening services, which recommence on Saturday week will hopefully grow over time 
to a weekly service – perhaps with a completely different style of music provided by our own 
church band. More potential contributors were revealed at yesterday’s MAV concert. 

None of this will just happen. We need to plan for it, to try things. Some will work, some wont. That’s OK.  
We may find that we still have fun as we try and fail! 

I can’t do it for you it needs to be us together. Please don’t wait to be asked. People need to “fly kites” as it 
were – take initiative, just as Bruce and the people he gathered together have done with Eco-Church. The 
results have been amazing! 

All of this implies change – not change for changes sake – but in order to relate meaningfully and 
appropriately to the changing situation and culture in which we find ourselves. 

We need openness, trust and respect if we are going to travel down this road together without people feeling 
bruised or feeling that they are being disregarded.  We don’t want to get to wherever it is we find ourselves 
in 5 years time and find we lost a whole lot of people overboard in the process.  Part of my vision/dreaming 
is that we find a way of listening respectfully to each other and so valuing each other that even when changes 
happen (or don’t happen) that don’t quite fit with our preferences that we hang in there – because it’s the 
relationships and the community and what we are seeking to do for the kingdom that matter most of all. 
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Now I understand that some of you; perhaps a lot of you are not particularly happy about the suggestion that 
we combine the annual meeting with the service today, and particularly with the suggestion that the whole 
meeting, including the elections and discussion be held in the church. Now I’m pleased that eventually, last 
Thursday 2-3 people raised their concern directly with me and then by other means I discovered yesterday 
that others felt the same. Now I am pleased that those feelings were made known, though I was also 
saddened that people for what ever reason had nor made them known to me, or a member of Parish Council 
sooner and more directly. Having heard the concerns I consulted with the wardens and we have decided to 
move to the hall for the business part of the meeting. More about how we do that at the appropriate time in 
the service. It’s OK to express your views openly, they will be listened to and taken into account – though of 
course we can never guarantee that everyone is going to be happy all of the time! 

It means that we will need to maximise the way we use our resources.  The most important of which is 
people – but also our financial resources. In the meeting we will be seeking your views on the priorities we 
need to have over the short to mid-term future and in particular whether  and how we can fund an extra pais 
staff member. 

I need to finish.  In the Gospel Jesus said: As the Father sent me so I send you.  This means we are sent with 
a message of peace and forgiveness of life in Jesus name. Isaiah in today’s reading had a vision – response 
was to feel inadequate – uncertainty – but God raises us him up and assures him of acceptance and 
forgiveness. In Jesus we have been assured of acceptance and forgiveness – that is the promise and guarantee 
of Easter life and faith 

Is there therefore any reason for us not to respond to the challenge that lies before us in the same way as 
Isaiah? - who when God said: “Whom will I send – who will go for us” said “Here I am, send me!”  So when 
I paraphrase: how will we achieve the vision that I have set before you today – who will help this to happen?  
I hope your response will be:  “Here I am – use me”! 

_______________________________ 


