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Sermon Notes Sermon Notes Sermon Notes Sermon Notes  St Mark's Anglican Church  

South Hurstville 

Easter Easter Easter Easter 3333    

6 April6 April6 April6 April 2008 2008 2008 2008    

Visiting Preacher 

The Reverend Clive H Norton 

Readings: Acts 2:14a, 36-41;  Psalm 116: 1-4, 11-18;  1 Peter 1:13-25;  Luke 24: 13-35 

 

Talking and eating 
 

Prayer of the week:   

Gracious Father, who in your great mercy made glad the disciples with the sight of the risen 

Lord: give us such awareness of his presence with us that we may be strengthened and 

sustained by his risen life, and serve you continually in righteousness and truth; through 

Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen 

 

We continue this season in the Church’s year when we focus on what happened to Jesus’ followers 

after they had seen him brutally killed along with others by “the usual suspects” - the military 

machine, the religious authorities and a cynically manipulated crowd.   On this 3
rd
 Sunday of Easter, 

the readings from the Christian Scriptures invite again us to sharpen our minds.   For their meaning 

and relevance does not lie on the surface. 

 

Today’s first stories from The Acts of the Apostles and from the Gospel were both written down by 

Luke and circulated some 60 years after the crucifixion of Jesus.   In those five or six decades those 

who continued to follow the teachings of Jesus had had a rough time, but their numbers had 

continued to grow, grandparents, parents and elders had taught their children the “Way of Jesus”.   

Most had found their local Jewish synagogue unsympathetic to any changes in the old ways of 

thinking and doing things.   Conflicts occurred and over the years the divisions between those who 

chose to follow the path of Jesus the reforming Jew and traditional Judaism became entrenched and 

exaggerated. 

 

The few verses we heard from the Acts of the Apostles were then, and still are, at the heart of some 

of the conflict.   The traditionalists in local Synagogues and the leaders of religious parties 

associated with the Temple at Jerusalem had come to expect a “Messiah” (the Hebrew word, with 

Greek word for “the Anointed One” from God) who would free them from the control and 

domination of outsiders like the Greeks and Romans.   But Jesus did not fit the “model” in their 

minds.   They branded Jesus as a trouble maker.   He couldn’t be the “Messiah”.   They could see 

that his preaching about forgiving the enemy, turning the other cheek, and his insistence that 

obedience to God must come first, with the implied refusal not compromise with the demands of 

those in authority to be given adulation and unquestioning obedience, would result in a crack-down 

by Rome and more suffering;  and not  least, their own positions of influence and income would be 

undermined.  The reading from Acts is a snap-shot of how “the unexpected Expected One” was 

rejected by the worldly wise. 

 

The second reading from the First Letter of Peter was written when Christians were experiencing 

persecution at the hands of the Roman Empire.  Two thoughts from it: 

 

(a)  “Prepare your minds for action; discipline yourselves’ set all your hope of the grace that Jesus 

Christ will bring you …”  As a youngster I was a Boy Scout;  the Scout Motto “BE PREPARED” is 

one of the keys to living well.   The emphasis in the scouting movement on continually learning, 

passing badge tests, interacting with and helping others, was a great preparation for the unexpected 
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situation or crisis.   Those skills are not acquired instantly.  Similarly no one instantly becomes a 

follower of Jesus the Christ.  “Prepare your minds for action … discipline yourselves…” 

 

(b) The principle expounded here for followers of Christ, applies to all people whatever they claim 

to believe.  In many ways we live in a society that is going backwards because there is inadequate 

attention to preparing and disciplining ourselves and those for whom we have the responsibility of 

leading and encouraging.   We hear constantly of appalling injuries and deaths caused by people not 

being prepared and self-disciplined.  Millions of words and tears are shed every day as a result.   

For example, a current ethical issue in the news is the unthinking ‘going-with-the-mob’ (e.g. 

indulging in binge drinking).  “Accident” is often a weasel word used to try to excuse the obvious:   

failure to think ahead and accept the personal responsibility to be prepared and self-disciplined.      

How could any human being live with themselves if because he or she had imbibed alcohol or other 

drugs to the extent that they maim or kill a person they love or are incapable helping another person 

if an emergency arises.   By lack of self-discipline they have betrayed their own humanity.   There 

is no quick fix.  For such a person it will be a long journey back, so also for those affected by 

his/her actions.  Only  through the grace of forgiveness and love will they be restored.  

 

We move now to think of that story, told only by Luke, of two followers of Jesus who a couple of 

days after Jesus was crucified, were walking distressed and dispirited to Emmaus.  “We had hoped”, 

they said, “that he [Jesus of Nazareth] was the one to redeem Israel …”.  Maybe they had stayed in 

the danger zone near the crucifixion, or perhaps like many of Jesus’ disciples they fled to avoid 

being apprehended.   Whatever, their hopes had been dashed, and no doubt grief at what had 

happened to a friend and leader was mingled with a sense of incomprehension and some guilt.   

Why had God, whom they had seem to be working through Jesus, let him and them down?    

 

The story tells us of a strange person who joined them on the walk.  He engaged them in discussion 

of beliefs about the Messiah that they had been taught, and suggesting a different way of 

understanding.  What he said continued what Jesus had talked about so often as they journeyed 

before he was crucified.  That far from being a “conquering hero or king”, God’s messiah would be 

unappealing to many or most people, he would be mocked and scorned, he would be rejected, 

tortured and killed.  But to those with eyes to see, he would be the embodiment of Divine 

compassion which absorbs what is wrong and hurtful, and gives new hope and strength to the 

struggling. When they came to the village, the three people went inside and sat down to eat.  During 

the meal the stranger blessed and broke the bread. 

 

What does this story point to?  Remember it was written 60 years or so after the event and all that 

two or three generations of Christians had experienced.  Dr Reginald Fuller one of the foremost 

internationally recognized Biblical scholars and preachers of the 20
th
 Century, an Anglican priest 

says:  

“In its present form, the story reflects the pattern of early Christian worship.   The self-

manifestation of the risen One takes place through the two events of the exposition of the 

Scriptures and the breaking of the bread.   These two events take place in every liturgy;   

word and sacrament are integral parts of a single coming of Christ to his own.”    

 

When we celebrate the Eucharist, or what Catholics often call the Mass, or the Orthodox the Divine 

Liturgy, or Protestants the Communion Service or Last Supper, there are readings from Scripture 

and the beliefs embodied in them are talked about and explored, then there is a real or symbolic 

meal in which normally Bread and Wine is shared.   “…both word and sacrament are integral parts 

of a single coming of the risen Christ to his people and to every Christian assembly”  (R.H. Fuller, 

Preaching the Lectionary  1984 p.78-9) 

 

What we are hearing in this most beautiful story about the risen Christ is a potted version of the 
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experience of Christians in the 1
st
 century and in the 19 centuries since.   

 

• As we honestly allow ourselves to be drawn into living the Way of Jesus, 

• as we are changed by the divine Spirit that permeated his life, 

• as we become part of a community that talks and learns those things Jesus showed are 
important, 

• and, as we intentionally eat together,  
 

we know the reality of his Presence;  we experience “the Real Presence of Christ”.   (The hoary 

ecclesiastical disputes about “transubstantiation” etc, are in my opinion beside the point.) 

 

Today we join in the celebration of “the risen Christ” which has been the spiritual experience of 

millions over the last two millennia.    

 

What do you do with St Mark’s weekly pew sheet Connections after the Service?  Today’s is 

particularly useful.   Please take it home and use it to pray, reflect and meditate, for it connects us 

with the Christian community past and present.  Look please at pages 3 & 4, this week we specially 

recall Christian women and men who still influence us as we journey with Christ: 

(Today) 

Frederic Barker, bishop of Sydney (d.1882) 

Barker succeeded Broughton as the second Bishop of Sydney Diocese. He was of the 

evangelical tradition, and helped establish Moore College as a training centre for Sydney 

clergy. Barker’s influence saw Sydney firmly established as a diocese of predominantly 

evangelical character. 

 

(Tuesday)  

Georgiana Molloy, pioneer church leader & botanist in Western Australia (d.1843) 
Georgiana Molloy emigrated to Western Australia from England in 1830 and settled in 

Augusta, W.A. She collected and dispatched seeds of local native plants to J. Mangles FRS 

who passed them to collectors in the UK. She was known for her detailed botanical 

descriptions. 

 

(Wednesday)  

Dietrich Bonhoeffer, theologian (d.1945) 
Bonhoeffer was an outstanding student, and at the age of 25 became a lecturer in systematic 

theology at the University of Berlin. When Hitler came to power, in 1933 Bonhoeffer became 

a leading spokesman for the Confessing Church, the centre of Protestant resistance to the 

Nazis. In 1939 he became involved in a group planning the overthrow of Hitler, but was 

arrested in April 1943, and imprisoned in Berlin. On Sunday 8 April 1945, Bonhoeffer had 

just finished conducting a service of worship at Schoenberg Prison, when two soldiers came 

in, saying, “Prisoner Bonhoeffer, make ready and come with us,” the standard summons to a 

condemned prisoner. As he left, he said to another prisoner, “This is the end, but for me, the 

beginning of life.” He was hanged the next day, less than a week before the Allies reached the 

camp. In his book The Cost Of Discipleship Bonhoeffer attacks what he calls “cheap grace”, 

meaning grace used as an excuse for moral laxity 

 

(Wednesday)  

William Law, priest & teacher (d.1761) 
The best-known of his books is A Serious Call To A Devout And Holy Life, published in 1728, 

where he emphasized that God does not only forgive our disobedience; he calls us to a life 

completely centred in him. “If you will here stop and ask yourself why you are not as pious as 

the primitive Christians were, your own heart will tell you that it is neither through ignorance 
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nor inability, but because you never thoroughly intended it.” The influence of this book was 

considerable.  Charles Wesley, George Whitefield, Henry Venn and William Wilberforce 

each described reading the book as a major turning-point in their lives. 

 

(Friday)  

George Augustus Selwyn, missionary bishop of New Zealand (d.1878) 
Selwyn was born in London in 1809, educated at Eton and Cambridge and ordained in 1833. 

In 1841, he was made first Bishop of New Zealand. He diligently studied the Maori tongue on 

his long sea voyage, and was able to preach in it on his arrival. He laid the foundations of the 

Church, not only in New Zealand, but throughout the islands of Melanesia. In the ten-year 

war between the Maori and the European colonists, Selwyn managed to keep the confidence 

of both sides, and at the first general synod of the Church in New Zealand in 1859 was able to 

secure the adoption of a Constitution that established the principle of full participation by 

Maori Christians at all levels of Church government.  

 

The risen Christ invites us to continue the journey he began.  A sentence from the Roman Catholic 

scholar, John Dominic Crossan, in his massive book, The Birth of Christianity: discovering what 

happened in the years immediately after the execution of Jesus (Harper Collins 1998) points us in 

the right direction: 

“The Word became flesh; that is to say, 

 the divine meaning of life is incarnated in a certain human way of living”. 

 

 

 

________________________________ 

 

Enquiries, comments and criticisms are invited; also requests for additional copies of sermon scripts or 
permission to quote / reproduce. The Reverend Clive H. Norton, phone (02) 9411 8606; fax 9410 2069  

7 Dulwich Road, Chatswood West, NSW 2067. Email: chnorton@bigpond.com  

 


