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Christian Marriage 
 

Weddings and marriage are very special, very important.  Hopefully they don’t happen very often 

for most of us, certainly as the central characters.  If we are very lucky only once-in-a-lifetime.  One 

wedding-one marriage, which is enduring and creative and life giving.  In the mutuality of a 

relationship in which we find that what is best in us, gentleness-compassion-respect-just dealing-

kindness and truth is brought to the fore and we find we are so nurtured and challenged that life is 

enhanced, enriched and empowered. So much so that we discover hidden stores of wisdom-of love-

of perseverance in adversity - greater than we knew we possessed. 

 

Weddings and marriage have rich significance in the biblical and Christian tradition, which I would 

like to explore a little using that story of the wedding at Cana in Galilee that Scott has just read. 

John who alone of the four gospel writers uses this story puts it as the opening scene of the public 

activity of Jesus.  This is no accident; John is seeking to say this is what Jesus’ story is about.  

Notice it starts in a highly evocative way, “on the third day there was a wedding”.  The story of 

Jesus is about a wedding and the phrase the third day evokes the Easter story, right at the beginning 

there is a hint of what is to come at the end. 

 

The Hebrew Scriptures (our Old Testament) contain the mystical imagery of the marriage of heaven 

and earth-of God as lover and us as the beloved of God.  John is saying the story of Jesus is about 

this.  It is also earthy and festive and celebratory.  A wedding banquet was the most festive occasion 

in Jewish peasant life.  A celebration lasting seven days, involving dancing and copious amounts of 

food and wine, a sharp contrast to the basic diet of grains, vegetables, fruit and the occasional fish.  

So John is saying, the Jesus story, Christianity is about a wedding-more it is about a wedding 

banquet-more is about a wedding banquet at which the wine never runs out-and what’s more the 

best is saved until last. 

 

So to translate that this metaphorical imagery to today, to marriage and more specifically to this 

marriage of Leisa and Simon: marriage is about life lived to the full, with joy and festivity and 

merriment, but also the deeper joy that comes from two lives truly shared in openness and mutuality 

and real intimacy.  A successful marriage is not easy – it requires commitment and love. Indeed one 

might say that the wine which flows through and sustains this relationship and which is not to run 

out is love. The kind of love which St Paul talks about in the reading we have just heard (from 

Corinthians 13). Love is a much-misunderstood word. Contrary to what we often are lead to believe 

love is not about feelings – about “being in love” or “falling in love”, - that kind of love is all tingly 

and frothy and exciting – a bit like Champagne to continue the wine imagery – but like the bubbles 

in champagne that kind of love doesn’t usually last very long and we shouldn’t expect it to. Make 

mistake if think that because don’t have the same feelings that love has ended. You see love is 

much more than an emotion; rather it is about actions and behaviour. Look at what St Paul says in 

that reading, “Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. It is 

not rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. Love does not 

delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always 

perseveres.”  

 



 2 

In some translations it in part says, “There is nothing love cannot face”. It is about sharing the best 

and the worst that life brings. Love is shown when a person still acts on the best interests if another 

no matter what they are feeling. Love is about what we do, not how we feel. It is a decision, a 

commitment which we need to make each and every day. 

Love says, “If you become a paraplegic tomorrow I’ll be there for you”. Love says, “If you are out 

of work and can’t get a job I’ll support you for as long as it takes”. Leisa and Simon I’d like to 

share with you the 10 commandments of love and marriage: 

 

1. Love thrives in the face of all life's hazards save one: Neglect  

2. Love treats your partner with worth and dignity even when you don't feel like it and they don't 

deserve       it.  

3. Love acknowledges that the one who forgives first wins. !  

4. Love throws away the parachute. In a marriage there's no baling out. Work through the issues. 
Love hangs in.  

5. Love means that we may not always be right. !  

6. Love says that the secret of success in conversation is to be able to disagree without being 
disagreeable.  

7. Love means we can try to praise our spouse even if they do get a little frightened at first.  
8. Love says fight fairly; don't dump on the other; if we throw dirt all we do is lose ground.  
9. Love means we never let a generous impulse pass.  
10. It's just as hard to live with the person you love, as it is to love the person you live with but stick 

at it.  

 
Love is a commitment, a continual decision to act for what is in the best interests of the other-a 
daily decision to be there for the other through the ups and downs of life-to be sheltered, nurtured, 

encouraged-sometimes carrying the other sometimes being carried. 

 

Finally remember that this wedding is happening in church for a reason – it is Christian marriage 
you are embarking upon as such there are three, not just two of you involved. God is the third in this 
relationship. That is alluded to in our scriptures where in the 4th chapter of the Book of Ecclesiastes 
written about 2,300 years ago are these words, “A threefold cord is not quickly broken”. Leisa and 
Simon in a sense are two of those strands and God is the third. GOD IS LOVE the New Testament 
reminds us, the kind of love I have been alluding to – the one who is constantly present to guide, 
encourage strengthen us through all that life brings our way. Always with us and for us, never over 
against us. In as much as you are open to God in your lives and relationship, there will be that extra 
strength to keep you together that the ancient Hebrew writer alludes to. 

 

Leisa and Simon may God constantly enable you to grow in love together so that you discover your 
love grows and deepens-that indeed it is like wine that never runs out-and as it grows and deepens 
you discover that its quality and nature changes.  It may not have the same heady excitement of the 
first bloom of love, to be likened to the froth and bubble and tinglyness of champagne, but 
something richer and fuller and infinitely more satisfying, more like the best Grange Hermitage. 

 
I close with prayer: 

 

Blessed are you our God for all your gifts.  For the gift of marriage and of love.  We ask your 

particular blessing on Leisa and Simon may they continually grow in love together, so that they 

continually experience that the best of life and love-of each other in mutuality-has been kept until 

now.  Leisa and Simon, receive the blessing, which is yours from all who are here. Carry our love 

with you as you go and call upon us when you will. Go into your new life together in grace and 

peace. Amen. 

___________________________________ 


