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The Questions are more important than the Answers 
 

That gospel passage is full of pastoral, rural imagery.  Familiar for those of us who have been part 

of the church for a long time.  I wonder how much it really speaks to contemporary urbanised 21
st
 

century Sydney dwellers.  I pose some questions about this in Connections today.  What does this 

shepherding imagery with talk of gates/doors and going in an out say to people today?  If Jesus is 

the gate, what is it that he is the gate to? John also has Jesus saying some very strong things about 

himself and about all those who have gone before. Is he saying that there have been no good people 

or just no good leaders/teachers, when he says all are thieves and bandits? Perhaps this is just an 

overstatement in order to highlight Jesus credentials as “the good shepherd”, a self-description that 

comes in the next verse of John’s Gospel after today’s reading. It is passages such as this which 

have lead to the militant claims of those who see no validity in other religions, no place for dialogue 

unless it is for the purposes of conversion. I suspect both Jesus and John would be appalled at such 

an application. I am conscious that I am posing lots of questions and offering very little in way of 

answers. As I have said before  “the questions are more important than the answers. It is questions 

(or questioning), which ultimately help us to discover the truth - answers (at least those of a 

dogmatic kind) sometimes prevent us from discovering truth.  

 

William Barclay in his commentary on John’s Gospel tells us that the Jews had a lovely legend to 

explain why God chose Moses to be the leader of God’s people.  “When the Moses was caring for 

the sheep of his father in law in the wilderness a young lamb ran away.  Moses followed it until it 

reached a ravine where it found water to drink.  When Moses got up to it he said, “I did not know 

you ran away because you were thirsty.  Now you must be weary.”  He took the lamb on his 

shoulder and carried it back.  Then God said, “Because you have shown pity in leading back one of 

a flock belonging to a person you shall lead my flock Israel.” When we think of the word shepherd 

it should paint a picture for us of the unceasing vigilance and patience of the love of God. 

 

I said at the beginning of the think piece on the newsletter, “Jesus talks more about gates and going 

in and out than shepherds in this passage.  It is the Christian conviction that through Jesus people 

find access to God.  Jesus opens the way into the heart and mind of God.  Barclays says until Jesus 

came “humankind could only think of God as, at best a stranger and at worst an enemy.”  Jesus 

changes all that, the opens the doorway/window into an intimacy, and ease of relationship with God 

who is better thought of as friend or companion.  Someone who is with us and for us not over 

against us.  To describe something of what this means Jesus uses a well-known Hebrew phrase.  

Jesus says that through him we can, “go in and come out.”  To be able to come in and go out 

unmolested was the Jewish way of describing a life that is absolutely secure and safe.  Think about 

it.  When one can come in and go out without fear it means that one’s country is at peace, the forces 

of law and order are supreme – so unlike reality for so many people in our world today.  There is a 

sense that Jesus is talking about more than surface, physical safety and coming in and going out.  

He is the one who frees us to be more fully ourselves.  He is the gateway to discovering who and 

what we really are.  So that we can have ease at being our self, without pretence, without the 

barriers and defences we often use to keep others at a distance.  He frees us to be less self occupied 

and so to be truly present and available for others.  All this Jesus suggests will lead us to life, life in 
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abundance, in its fullness.  A life, which is changed, transformed because it is lived in relationship 

with the one who comes to us as the good Shepherd.  Peter put to like this in today’s second 

reading, “but you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God, 

that you may declare the praises of him who called out of darkness into his wonderful light.  Once 

you were not people, but now you are the people of God; once you had not received mercy, but now 

you have received mercy.”  1 Peter 1: 9 to 10.  It was this experience which led the early Christian 

community to spend much time together, breaking bread together,  ( breaking bread was the 

shorthand way of referring to what we do in this service we call Eucharist, as we take  and break 

bread, as a reminder of  He who is the Bread of life and who was broken for us, that we in our 

brokenness might share in his life and find healing and restoration) eating with glad and generous 

hearts and providing for each other’s needs, as we are told in today’s first reading from the Acts.  

 

I wonder what is necessary for us to recapture something of the same enthusiasm and mutuality.  To 

reflect such fullness of life that others will once again daily be added to our number? 

_______________________________ 


