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Do not repay evil for evil 
 

It was Anzac Day on Friday a day which causes us to think about our identity as a nation and to 

reflect on the both the horror and futility of war – futility in that it continues to be an extremely 

ineffective way of resolving conflict – and also to reflect on the way that the worst in human 

behaviour has the capacity to bring out the best in terms of the values that I mention in the brief 

piece I have written in Connections. Self-lessness, courage, loyalty a commitment to justice and a 

desire for freedom from oppression and tyranny and so for peace. As I say in that piece; “One of the 

constant dangers of defining one’s national identity from wartime exploits is that militarism and the 

resort to violence are not seen for what they must be. A last resort. Often unquestioningly they are 

given a more positive spin. Together with this goes the demonization of ‘the enemy’, who must be 

destroyed not just defeated.  

 

The challenge for our world today is how do we harness the desire for peace, freedom and justice so 

that the forces of evil are defeated, but not necessarily destroyed (rather people are changed, 

transformed!)? Can we find a way of loving ‘the enemy’ as Jesus challenges us to (however 

“enemy” might be defined)? Rather than dehumanising and demonising even those who are just 

different (not even enemy) as increasingly seems to be the case in the world today. 

 

It is the challenge contained in today’s reading from the first letter of Peter which says “Finally, all 

of you, have unity of spirit, sympathy, love for one another, a tender heart, and a humble mind. Do 

not repay evil for evil or abuse for abuse; but, on the contrary, repay with a blessing. It is for this 

that you were called—that you might inherit a blessing.”  (1 Peter.3. 8,9)  Sounds unrealistic 

doesn’t it – do not repay evil for evil.  Mostly all we hear and see is revenge and a desire for 

retribution and when there is one of those tragic cases where someone has been charged with 

causing great hurt or even killing some-one we see relatives and friends full of bitterness and 

wanting nothing but the harshest of punishments and if the alleged offender gets off there are cries 

about the lack of justice in our legal system. 

 

Just occasionally though one hears of people who actually live out what Peter is calling us all to. 

There was one such case this week – reported in the Sydney Morning Herald on Thursday. headline 

was Victim’s family hugs accused.  The Article was by Les Kennedy and in part read as follows: 

 

A NSW Supreme Court jury took only 40 minutes yesterday to find a man not guilty of 

murder in a fight outside a Sydney hotel over a packet of pistachio nuts. And in an 

extraordinary scene inside the King Street court complex following the verdict, the family of 

the dead man – Samoan-born ‘John’ Hunuki Tamapeau of Mortdale, and his fiancée, Nicola 

McColl, wept and embraced the accused, Damien Peter Hopper, in an expression of 

forgiveness, some kissing his cheek. One female relative who did not want to be named told 

him after kissing him that she hoped his life would change for the good: "You will always 

be in our prayers." Mr Hopper, from Roselands, shed tears as he embraced Mr Tamapeau's 

sisters and nieces and a nephew who had travelled from Samoa and New Zealand for the 

trial that ran for seven days before Justice Peter McClellan. 
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Mr Hopper, a 28-year-old rugby league footballer in the St George region competition, 

stood accused of murdering Mr Tamapeau, 25, an off-duty security guard, in a drunken fight 

between the pair that erupted at 3.50am outside the Mortdale Hotel on Saturday, April 30, 

2005.  the article goes onto describe some of the detail of what happened that night 2 years 

ago and also says Mr Tamapeau's relatives also embraced and kissed Mr Hopper's parents 

and relatives, who were weeping as the jury bought in their verdict. Both families were like 

two sporting teams leaving a playing field, embracing, hugging, weeping and kissing. Mr 

Hopper's weeping grandmother embraced Ms McColl and said: "I am so sorry, so sorry." 

 

Both families declined to comment on the verdict, but the case officer, Detective Sergeant 

Cameron Templeton, said of Mr Tamapeau's family: "They are simply the nicest family I 

have ever encountered. "They are a deeply religious and loving family who have heard the 

evidence - who had prayed constantly throughout the trial for not only Mr Hopper, but his 

family the judge, jury, the legal counsels and police. 

 

"I have never seen anything like this in my career as a police officer. The ability of people to 

accept and forgive," he said. 

Before leaving the court, Mr Tamapeau's family joined hands in a room and held a 

collective prayer for Mr Hopper. 

 

A remarkable and inspiring story. 

 

The challenge for each of us, individually but also for us collectively, family, church, as a society, a 

nation, as the human family is when we are offended, hurt, by another or by others acting 

collectively is do we have the wisdom to recognise that violence only begets violence, that un-

forgiveness only creates bitterness and harms us as much if not more than the original offence. Are 

we able to let go of resentment, to break the spiral of violence caused by pay-back to in a word live 

out the way that Jesus calls us to when he says love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, 

bless those who curse you, pray for those who abuse you (Luke 6. 27,28). Sentiments taken up by 

Peter as he says to us today: “Finally, all of you, have unity of spirit, sympathy, love for one 

another, a tender heart, and a humble mind. Do not repay evil for evil or abuse for abuse; but, on the 

contrary, repay with a blessing. It is for this that you were called – that you might inherit a 

blessing.” 

_______________________________ 


