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The Presence of God 
 

I once saw a t-shirt with the words New York, London, Rome, Paris, Mt Druitt. I guess it was 

saying ‘We live here and we’re proud of it.’ I’ve seen another t-shirt with a Ken Done drawing of 

Sydney Harbour and the words, ‘Sydney, best address on earth.’ 

 

Many of us will have favourite cities and favourite places – for differing reasons. Maybe the place 

is one of pride, or beauty, or memories, or hopes and dreams associated with that place. Yesterday I 

went for a walk. I started out angry, then I saw the grass with pink fluffy ends moving in the breeze 

and the sunlight glinting on the river – the sight lifted me out of my anger; I couldn’t help smiling. 

What a great place it was to be in that moment. 

 

There is no doubting the prophet Isaiah’s favourite city – Jerusalem (also referred to as Zion, the 

hill on which the city is set). His whole book is about that city, and chapter 62 (which was read for 

us) is very much about Jerusalem. His book is a record of the vision he was given about Jerusalem 

and Judah, many centuries before the coming of Christ.  

 

Why all this attention on one city? What is so special that one of the longest books in the Bible is 

pretty much devoted to this city? 

 

The reason is that this city, and in particular the temple in this city, became during the reigns of 

King David and his son Solomon, the dwelling place of God. Isaiah is enraptured not so much by 

the actual Jerusalem but by her potential, what she could become, what she would become; and by 

what she represents. 

 

The reason Jerusalem mattered so much to Isaiah is that she represented the presence of God. The 

presence of God is a subject of great interest to the biblical writers.  

 

Think back to the creation stories. Although God is God of all that he has made, he took a special 

interest in a garden that he planted in the east, in Eden. That was the place he put the man that he 

made. That was the place where he walked in the cool of the day, and the place where he 

communicated with the first man and woman. God was actively present in that garden. It was the 

place where his people lived under his word.   

 

Then under Moses, God delivered his people from slavery in Egypt. He instructed Moses to make a 

tabernacle, i.e. a portable tent, and to furnish it with the ark of the covenant. It was between the 

cherubim on the cover of the ark of the covenant that God promised to meet with Moses and to 

speak to him what he was to tell the people. So although God continued to be the God of the whole 

earth, and the God of his people wherever they were, in a special sense he was present to them in 

the tabernacle, and it was from there that he sustained them by his word.  

 

After the wilderness years God’s people entered the land of promise. They began to build houses 
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and settle down. King David established Jerusalem (Zion) as the capital city; he built himself a 

palace, and his son Solomon built a temple to replace the tabernacle. Zion becomes known as the 

city of God and the joy of the whole earth. Not only is God present to the people of Israel there; 

Zion’s destiny is to become the centre of blessing for all nations of the world: 

Isaiah 2:3 Many peoples will come and say,  

       "Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD,  

       to the house of the God of Jacob.  

       He will teach us his ways,  

       so that we may walk in his paths."  

       The law will go out from Zion,  

       the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. 

 

When we get to the New Testament we see the presence of God in the person of his son Jesus 

Christ. 

John 1:14 The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. 

 

Literally this is translated he ‘pitched his tent’ or ‘tabernacled’ among us. We are meant to hear a 

reference to the tabernacle of Moses. Notice, no longer is the presence of God associated with a 

structure or building; no longer is the presence of God surrounded by gold and silver and fine 

weavings; in Jesus the presence of God starts off surrounded by dirt, animals, and a manger, and 

moves to a crown of thorns, iron nails and a wooden cross. In Jesus the presence of God moves 

amongst beggars, lepers, tax collectors, prostitutes and soldiers.  

 

The writer to the Colossians speaks this way of Jesus: 

Col 1:19 For God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him, 

 

Jesus came to Jerusalem’s temple and found it to be a place not of the presence of God but of 

commerce and self interest. He threw out the money changers then declared himself to be the 

temple: 

John 2:19Jesus answered them, "Destroy this temple, and I will raise it again in three days."  

20 The Jews replied, "It has taken forty-six years to build this temple, and you are going to 

raise it in three days?" 21But the temple he had spoken of was his body.  

 

So we may see a movement in the biblical understanding of the presence of God: from Eden to 

tabernacle to Jerusalem/temple to the physical body of the Lord Jesus. 

 

But it doesn’t end there. The idea of the presence of God then moves to the believer: 

1 Cor 6:19 Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, 

whom you have received from God? You are not your own; 20you were bought at a price. 

Therefore honour God with your body. 

 

Not only is this true of the individual believer, it is also true corporately: 
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1 Cor 3:16 Don't you know that you yourselves are God's temple and that God's Spirit lives 

in you? 17If anyone destroys God's temple, God will destroy him; for God's temple is 

sacred, and you are that temple. 

 

Here is dignity for all who belong to Jesus Christ! Here is a secure identity and a sacred calling.  

 

Here is a great reason to celebrate St Marks Day: we ourselves are God’s temple and his Spirit lives 

in us. No longer is God’s presence located in the temple or Jerusalem; thru the Spirit of Jesus Christ 

his presence is here, with us this morning, as his people. It’s not in the building; not the bricks and 

mortar; not the furniture and fittings but the people. His presence is equally with us whether we are 

together here in the church building, or in the hall or the RSL or the park or in our homes. Like the 

tabernacle of old we are a portable sanctuary: wherever we are, the Spirit of God is present. God 

chooses to make us here at St Marks his dwelling. Isn’t that amazing! Why would he want to do 

that? Only one reason: because he is united with his son Jesus, and we are united with Jesus if we 

have faith in him. 

 

Since we are God’s dwelling, his home, how can we make him feel really welcome? 

 

Firstly, join in the celebration. After all, God is already celebrating over us:  

Isaiah 62:5 As a young man marries a maiden,  

       so will your sons marry you;  

       as a bridegroom rejoices over his bride,  

       so will your God rejoice over you. 

 

Do you hear that celebration – like a bridegroom over his bride? God is excited about having us for 

his home. It’s time for us to join in the wedding festivities!  

 

Celebration is one of the spiritual disciplines, often neglected. What an honour and a thrill it is for 

us to be the dwelling place of God. How exciting it is when we see him at work in us and through 

us. What a wonderful God he is, and what great reason we have to join in the party with him. How 

sad it would be to have a bridegroom ready to cut the cake and do the bridal waltz, only to find that 

the bride is busy putting on a load of washing and making a shopping list. 

 

So let’s tell God that we are really glad that he lives in us; we’re so excited that he takes such 

delight in us; we want to celebrate with him and one another that he is genuinely here with us. 

 

The second thing we should do if we are God’s home, is to check our security. 

 

My friend was burgled 2 weeks ago. (Interesting use of words: it was her home that was burgled, 

but we say ‘she was burgled’ – for that is how we feel about our homes.)  

 

As you would imagine, my friend who is reviewing her home security. Likewise it’s a good idea for 

us as God’s home to check our security. 
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Isaiah 62:6 I have posted watchmen on your walls, O Jerusalem;  

       they will never be silent day or night.  

       You who call on the LORD,  

       give yourselves no rest,  

7 and give him no rest till he establishes Jerusalem  

       and makes her the praise of the earth.  

 

Keep a lookout! Make sure God’s home is kept secure. There are dangers: people who would do 

you harm; false doctrine creeping in. We have prayed The Prayer of the Day for St Mark: 

strengthen us by this saving message that we may not be carried away with every changing wind of 

doctrine, but be firmly grounded in the truth of your word.  

 

This is our only security – Christ himself as revealed to us in his word. By constantly paying 

attention to him in his word, we are kept safe from danger. If anyone tries to hurt us, God will hurt 

them – for they would be trying to hurt God himself. Just as my friend had a sense of affront, being 

insulted, angry about the robbery, God feels about anyone who tries to hurt his people – for we are 

his home. 

 

Third, renovate. Listen to v 10-11 

10 Pass through, pass through the gates!  

       Prepare the way for the people.  

       Build up, build up the highway!  

       Remove the stones.  

       Raise a banner for the nations.  

 11 The LORD has made proclamation  

       to the ends of the earth:  

       "Say to the Daughter of Zion,  

       'See, your Savior comes!  

       See, his reward is with him,  

       and his recompense accompanies him.' "  

 

Think about whether your life (both corporate and individual) is the sort of place that God will feel 

at home in. Remove the stones – the hindrances to his presence, the clutter; build up the highway – 

make a smooth entrance for him to take residence more and more in your heart. Make your life 

more and more receptive to the work of the Spirit. 
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Col 3:5Put to death, therefore, whatever belongs to your earthly nature: sexual immorality, 

impurity, lust, evil desires and greed, which is idolatry. 6Because of these, the wrath of God 

is coming. 7You used to walk in these ways, in the life you once lived. 8But now you must 

rid yourselves of all such things as these: anger, rage, malice, slander, and filthy language 

from your lips. 9Do not lie to each other, since you have taken off your old self with its 

practices 10and have put on the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge in the image 

of its Creator. 11Here there is no Greek or Jew, circumcised or uncircumcised, barbarian, 

Scythian, slave or free, but Christ is all, and is in all.  

 12Therefore, as God's chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with 

compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. 13Bear with each other and 

forgive whatever grievances you may have against one another. Forgive as the Lord forgave 

you. 14And over all these virtues put on love, which binds them all together in perfect unity.  

 15Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one body you were called 

to peace. And be thankful. 16Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly as you teach and 

admonish one another with all wisdom, and as you sing psalms, hymns and spiritual songs 

with gratitude in your hearts to God. 17And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it 

all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. 

 

There are things we can do to make ourselves more hospitable to God. There are disciplines like the 

ones in this passage: forgiving; giving thanks; teaching; admonishing; singing; or other classical 

disciplines like silence, solitude, celebration etc. But the most important thing is not techniques but 

desire: genuinely wanting our lives to reflect more and more the character of JX. As your mission 

statement says, We at St Mark’s aim to grow in our relationship with God through Jesus Christ, and 

to welcome others into an open Christian community where we can experience and explore the 

reality of God in an atmosphere of acceptance and trust.  

 

If that is your aim let it also be your longing, and if that is your longing let it also be your intention 

so to order your corporate life and your personal life that you are in fact growing more and more 

like Christ. Renovate your life, one day at a time. If you do that, you’ll become a centre of blessing 

for your local community and beyond, and you’ll have a huge celebration to look forward to next St 

Marks day. (v3) You will be a crown of splendour in the LORD’s hand, a royal diadem in the hand 

of your God. 

_______________________________ 


