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Readings:  Acts 2.1-21;  Psalm 104.26-36;  1 Corinthians 12.1-13;  John 20.19-23 

 

An encounter with the Spirit is empowering  
 

Pentecost is sometimes referred to as the birthday of the Church.  It was the day that the post 

resurrection community was empowered to begin to proclaim all that they had come to know and 

believe about Jesus and his significance for living creatively and freely.  As the ABM reflection on 

the front of Connections says “God’s people do not blend in. We are being transformed and we are 

about the business of transforming the world around us. Our hearts are infected with a longing for 

God and we are given eyes to see the world as Jesus sees the world.”  Don’t you like that idea – 

being infected with longing for God and seeing the world as Jesus sees it – “The same wind that 

blew on the day of Pentecost continues to blow today. Dreaming powerful dreams, and envisaging 

God’s plan, with prophetic voice we declare unto the world “we are not drunk as you suppose...”  

but you are right if you think we are a bit over the top ecstatic even – we have something worth 

sharing.       Anglican Board of Mission Weekly Pew Reflections 2008 

  

The central message of today’s readings is that each and every Christian can expect to experience 

the continuing presence of the risen Christ, through the Holy Spirit.  This experience/encounter with 

the Spirit is empowering and life changing.  The spirit gifts each one of us individually with the 

gifts that the church collectively needs to fully be church.   

 

Last night we had a great family service. As part of it each family prepared a “picture” of their 

family in symbols and words describing the family and the things they like to do. Robyn and Lois 

were on there own so I asked them to depict the St Mark’s church family  here it is (showing lots of 

happy smiling faces, music, bible study, Tai Chi, food, wine, hospitality. Reflective of the fact that 

St Mark’s is all about people and relationships with each other and God and that we have lots of 

people using their gifts in a variety of ways. 

 

Leads to the obvious question – do you know your gifts and are you using them – to help us be 

church in this place – it may mean your focus is outside this community. As I look around and think 

of this community there are some whose gifts I can name and it is patently obvious the way they are 

being used – in service (Betty and Betty, Robert, Ken, Von, Elaine); hospitality (Friday at home 

hosts); friendship/loving relationships (Susan / Melinda); gifts of compassion, showing mercy 

(Alan, Joy); leadership (Alan, Barbara, Bruce); administration (Parish Council, Jim, Lorraine, 

Shirley); teaching/sharing knowledge, music (Chris, Lois, Barbara, Choir); prayer, who are our 

prayers? There are others who I am not really sure about.  May well just mean I don’t know all you 

are doing – perhaps we need to hear about it so can be supportive and give encouragement – others 

perhaps are just being passengers in the good ship church – appropriate for those in latter years 

whose time for more active ministry may now be mainly in past – though all can have a very 

important ministry of prayer, support and encouragement.  There is a sense none of us are ever 

completely passenger – all are called to be crew.  

 

If you are not sure what you gifts are then my well not be using them and that means we are all 

diminished, not able to properly be church. One way to find out is to get in touch with the things 

you are passionate about – in my experience people’s gifts and ministry are linked with things that 
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really matter to us – things we have energy for. Maybe it’s family – then perhaps there is an area of 

ministry related to family that needs developing.  We need people to pick up and run with ideas – 

things that are passionate about. To fly kites – which is a good metaphor at Pentecost – day of 

Spirit, the wind of God. For example, Eco Church – an idea Bruce Cooke floated, and I said go for 

it and he recruited a small team and look at the results. Other groups Tai Chi, St Mark’s Art, Play-

reading etc. Another possibility is raised by the excellent articles in this month’s Southern Cross 

Diocesan Newspaper on Fair-trade. Is there someone at St Mark’s who could help us set up a Fair 

trade market? – a double purpose outreach into community and address injustice in world.  

 

Another possibility is a support group for those with chronic illness/coping with loss.  Don’t wait 

for me to suggest, or to provide leadership. To expect or need me to always be actively involved is a 

sure fire way to slowly kill both the church and me – because there is a limit to how much any one 

person can do and be involved in.  

 

I said earlier, “The Spirit gifts each one of us individually with the gifts that the church collectively 

needs to fully be church.” That means we need each other if we are to be the people God wants us 

to become and continue the ministry of Jesus in reaching out in love to the world. There is promise 

and challenge in that.  

 

As we celebrate Pentecost may the Spirit of God blow mightily in our midst, individually and 

collectively and help us to exercise our gifts to the full and so truly be church in this place.  May the 

wind of the Spirit disturb us, change us, so that we and this community are never the same – just as 

the first disciples and the world were never the same.  

_______________________________ 


