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Readings:  Luke 10: 25-37 – The parable of the Good Samaritan.  
 

Eternal life is a gift 

Who would be a volunteer? They often get the worst jobs, little if any recognition and the pay is 

lousy. You would. You're a volunteer? Just look around you at the kind of people who like you 

would be a volunteer. Well over 100 of you representing some dozen or more different 

organisations - isn't that fantastic! We here at St Mark's wanted to find some way of acknowledging 

and giving thanks for all that you and other volunteers do to support and maintain the life of the 

community. Hence our celebration and luncheon today.  

Another question. Why be a volunteer? I suspect if I were to ask each one of you to articulate the 

main reason why you are a volunteer there would be a multiplicity of answers. Some altruistic, 

some selfish. Some people perhaps at first reluctantly, being talked into it by a friend, some with 

initial enthusiasm which perhaps has waned. Some ready to continue, some ready to stop, feeling 

burnt out and needing a break. Maybe today will help to recharge the batteries and renew the 

enthusiasm.  

I was reading the newsletter of Anglicare South Australia a while ago and there was a back page 

article "Raise your hats to the volunteers" and in this their volunteer coordinator said "Volunteers 

have all sorts of reasons for getting involved; to contribute to their community; to develop work 

skills; to build their confidence; to meet people. Most volunteers claim they receive more than they 

give." Is that your experience?  

I want to suggest to you a reason for being a volunteer that may not have occurred to you, but it 

may have been a part of what unconsciously has drawn you to become a volunteer and to continue 

in that capacity. That reason is that volunteering helps to make us more human, helps us to fulfil 

our potential, helps us to become more fully the person we were created to be. Let me explain.  

Christians believe that we are made in the image of God and that Jesus reveals to us that the best 

way to understand God is that God is love – all embracing – never ending limitless love, love 

without condition and reserve. Love poured out in self-giving, offering acceptance, reconciliation 

and peace with justice. So in loving, caring, reaching out to others we more fully reflect the one in 

whose image we are made. We are more true to ourselves and what it is to be fully human. It helps 

us to be whole, rounded, fulfilled human persons, as Love moves us to love in return. So we have 

Jesus commend the teacher of the law in the Gospel reading we have just heard for accurately 

summarizing the message of the scriptures as being a call to love. Notice that there is to be a 3 

pronged focus to this loving.  

1. Love God with all of one's heart, soul, strength and mind i.e. with all of one's being and  

2. To love oneself and  

3. Not forgetting to love one's neighbour (as oneself).  

"Do this," says Jesus "and you will live".  

For the teacher of the law there seems to be no question about his love of God, he obviously is a 

devout person who takes his religion seriously, but there is a question about love of neighbour. Who 

does this include? So we have perhaps the most famous and familiar parable that Jesus told (that of 
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the Good Samaritan). Sometimes for us there is no doubt about our love of neighbour but we leave 

open the question about love of God. We need to remember that it is not either/or but both/and 

which is called for if we are to receive the gift, attain the goal which is the focus of the lawyer's 

initial question. "What must I do – we do – to receive eternal life?"  

 

Eternal life is a gift, not something any of us ever earn, but sheer gift. What is eternal life? Jesus in 

John's Gospel says this "Eternal life means knowing you, the only true God and knowing Jesus 

Christ whom you sent" (John 17:3). Eternal life is not about never ending life, but about quality of 

life. A life lived in intimate relationship with God in Christ. A relationship of acceptance, love, joy, 

peace, hope; based on the forgiveness and sense of value and meaning that Jesus offers to each one 

of us. Eternal life is something we can enter into and begin to experience here and now, not just life 

beyond the grave. Here we can and do begin to experience, have a foretaste of what will be more 

wonderfully revealed in the life hereafter. A life of love, hope, joy, peace because one knows with 

utter certainty that there is nothing, absolutely nothing which can separate us from the love of God 

which is ours in Christ Jesus. It is into this life that God calls each one of us via personal intimate 

relationship. The great tragedy is not that people might miss out on life with God in eternity, the 

tragedy is that they miss out on experiencing that love, joy, peace, fulfilment that God makes 

possible here and now.  

 

So as we gather together to give thanks to God for you – and all volunteers – and the way you live 

out the example of the Good Samaritan, so fulfilling the call of Jesus to "go and do the same." As 

we do that my hope and prayer is that you will find yourself not only blessed because your 

loving/self-giving helps you to be more fully human but that also you find yourself inwardly aware 

of the reality and presence of God and find yourself drawn by God's love into not just love of 

neighbour but love of God as well.  

Responding in love to Love.  
 

_______________________________ 


