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The Journey of Relationship with God 
 

Marcus Borg in his wonderful book, “Meeting Jesus again for the first time” claims that the 

dominant values of our modern late 20
th
 century, now early 21

st
 century Western culture are what he 

calls the three A’s.   Achievement, Affluence and Appearance.   He asserts that we live our lives in 

accord with these values with both our self-worth and level of satisfaction dependent on how we 

measure up to these cultural messages.   Not only is the effort to measure up burdensome, but even 

when we are reasonably successful at doing so we often find the results unsatisfying.   Have we 

really achieved enough?   Are we really successful?   Have we accumulated enough? – the constant 

question which is thrown at those of us who are at getting anywhere near retirement!  And am I 

really okay?   What do others really think of me? Achievement, Affluence and Appearance, a recipe 

for a life of anxious striving and self-preoccupation. Achievement, Affluence and Appearance 

striving for any one of them, let alone all of them, is wearisome and like carrying a heavy burden. 

To add to the burden caused by these three A’s I would add that caused by a 4
th
 
 
A - Alienation.   So 

many people in our society today have a sense of isolation and alienation, even, perhaps especially, 

in our large cities and towns. 

 

Jesus says very familiar words to end today’s gospel, “Come to me all you that are weary and 

carrying heavy burdens and I will give you rest.  Take my yoke upon you and to learn from me, for 

I am gentle and humble in heart and you will find rest for your souls.  For my yoke is easy and my 

burden is light.”  Note Jesus does not say, “believe in me and I will give you rest”, but, “come to 

me”.   His is a call and invitation to relationship – to come and take his yoke.  A yoke is used to 

hitch two or more animals together; it enabled them to work more efficiently as a team.  Jesus’ yoke 

– I take this to mean that we are to hitch ourselves to Jesus.  He is offering to share the journey with 

us, “to walk the mile and share the load” as the words of the hymn put it.  The whole message of 

Easter faith is one of liberation, of release from bondage, slavery-of being brought home, -of 

acceptance and love.  Easter faith is not primarily about believing or being good but about 

relationship.  It is an invitation to companionship; to journey with Jesus the risen Christ and in 

meeting him and allowing him to meet us discovering that we are changed.  That our God says to 

us, “I love you just as you are.  You are precious in my sight”.  That is what is behind the image of 

Jesus as “sacrifice for our sins”.  Our own sense of sin, impurity and guilt need not stand between 

us and God.   New beginnings are possible; we do not need to forever be held captive by the burden 

of our past.  As Borg says, “some people, those for whom the central issue of their lives is guilt or a 

radically negative sense of self-worth, very much need to hear this message.”  But he also reminds 

us that, contrary to the message the church sometimes gives, guilt is not the central issue of 

everybody’s life.  For some it is oppression, having a sense of being trapped, or in bondage – in a 

destructive relationship for example.  Or for others the main issue of their lives is a feeling of 

alienation and estrangement. Perhaps brought about by the bitterness of being unable to forgive past 

hurts and injustices.  Such people need to hear the message of liberation that is at the heart of the 

exodus story – it is not God's will that you be in bondage.  Or the message of the exile in Babylon 

and return – it is not God’s will that you remain alienated and far from home.  Borg helpfully draws 

our attention to the three “Macro themes” of the scriptures. “Sacrifice for Sin”, “Exodus” and 

“Exile and Return” and highlights how the church has too often focussed on the first to the 
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detriment of the other 2 and their significance for the Christian life. Yes forgiveness of sin is 

important but Jesus is also the one who comes and seeks us out and brings us home as my favourite 

post communion prayer reminds us.  From my perspective, there is an openness and a freedom 

about the faith journey, which is stimulating and enlivening. It encourages questioning and 

welcomes and celebrates difference and diversity (even of theological opinion – that’s why I am so 

unhappy about our Bishops refusal to go to the Lambeth conference because of their disagreement 

with the actions of some on questions of human sexuality – hence my letter to the SMH in 

yesterday’s paper
1
). I hope that that is the reality of faith for you. Share it.  Talk about it.  Live it. 

And you will find people will demand to know what is the secret, they will pick up the spark, the 

hope, the energy and want to know what is behind, where it comes from.  They will sense 

something of what St Paul calls the sweet aroma of Christ, and demand to know what it is.  The 

sharing will enliven and deepen your own experience and help you grow and deepen in your 

understanding of God. As this happens don’t be shy to invite people to come and share in the life of 

this community.  Research tells us that the most common reason that people give as to why they 

started to be involved in the life of the church is that someone invited them.  So live your faith, give 

expression to it as occasion arises and you may just find the good news is being shared, that is 

evangelism is happening in a natural, unforced way as you share life and love deeply with others.  

 

This journey of relationship with God, which Jesus invites us to share as we accept his invitation to 

come, is not static rather it is dynamic, life changing.  Transformative is the word Borg uses in his 

book.  Its energy and life and dynamism are captured by the post communion prayer with which I 

finish. 

 

“Father of all we give you thanks and praise that when we were still far off you met us in your Son 

and brought us home.  Dying and living, he declared your love, gave us grace, and opened the gate 

of glory.  May we who share Christ’s body live his risen life; we who drink his cup bring life to 

others; we whom the Spirit lights give light to the world.  Keep us in this hope that we have 

grasped; so we and all your children shall be free, and the whole earth live to praise your name.  

Amen.
2
” 

 

_______________________________ 

                                                      
1
 Letter published in the Sydney Morning Herald, Saturday 5 July 2008 

Peter Jensen (SMH 4 July It's not just about gays...) says "Some in Australia will say, what has this to do 
with me? That has never been the way of the Anglican Communion. We rejoice with those who rejoice, 
mourn with those who mourn and seek to restore those who have strayed..." Nor has it been the way of the 
Anglican Communion to refuse to meet with those with whom one disagrees. I along with over 1000 Sydney 
Anglicans earlier this year, petitioned the Archbishop along with his fellow Sydney Bishops not to boycott the 
forthcoming Lambeth conference. I repeat that call publicly now. Sydney Anglicans need our Bishops to be 
part of that conference to contribute to and benefit from its always rich, complex, and diverse engagement with 
fellow bishops from around the world. We are told after the GAFCON conference that there is no split in the 
Anglican Communion. [Not attending Lambeth leads to the perception that there is! The Sydney Bishops have 
much to contribute, please go!]   
Last 2 sentences in brackets were part of letter submitted but not printed in the SMH. 
 
2
 Post-communion prayer page 143, A Prayer Book for Australia, Broughton Books 1995 


