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Sermon Notes St Mark's Anglican Church  

South Hurstville 

Advent 2 

7 December 2008 
Preacher: The Reverend Chris Albany 

Rector 

Readings:   Isaiah 40.1-11;  Psalm 85.1-2,8-13;   2 Peter 3.8-15a;   Mark 1.1-8 

 

Prepare the way for the coming of the Lord 
 

During the week Bridget sent me a poem she had written prompted by what she had seen on her regular 

walk around the neighbourhood. I want to begin with her Poem, Suburban Santa. 

 

SUBURBAN SANTASUBURBAN SANTASUBURBAN SANTASUBURBAN SANTA    
Fat old men in hot red coats  
Are popping up  
In every corner of our suburb 
In some cases 
He’s right up front 
Decorating the gardens  
In his ambivalent garb 
Surrounded by an array of arctic reindeer 
No snow – no ice – no winter 
Not a kangaroo in sight 
Sometimes he’s stuck 
On the walls of houses 
Often he’s climbing a rope ladder 
Looking precarious with his bag of goodies  
Over one shoulder 
Like some fat cat burglar 
Caught in the glare of day 
At the wrong end of the earth 
The only alternative to the now extinct chimney 
(I wonder if he’s thought of entry by aircon?) 
 
Occasionally he’s perched on a rooftop 
Sitting triumphant with sleigh and deer  
In the burning sun 
It’s 40 degrees up there in the shade, 
Old mate, 
And no firey would rescue you 
 
Because you’re his dad 
Dressed up…for the occasion of… 
What was it now? 
 
The funniest one I’ve seen on my walks 
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Is the blow-up version 
Inflation personified 
This one, Sadly deflated,  
Lying helpless on the lawn 
No air, no dignity, no hope 
 
A metaphor of our times 
Of global gravity and overspending 
 
Whose birthday was it anyway? 

© Bridget McKern 2008 
 

Bridget’s poem reminded me of a Michael Leunig cartoon of a few years ago, forgive me if I’ve shared 

it with you before – it bears repeating.  

It reads as follows with successive depictions of his distinctive character: 

 

“Christmas is coming. 

Sure is…up ahead along the track about twenty days travelling I reckon 

Couldn’t we turn down a side-road/ Do a by-pass?  

There aint no side roads; aint no by-pass. we gotta go through it. 

We could turn back. 

She’s a one-way track mate. We gotta go through Christmas. 

(Then a scene with our person looking at someone fallen to the ground) Look at that! What happened to 

him? 

Lost control. Lost his load. Got too sad. Tipped over. Spilled the lot I reckon…might see a fair bit of 

that. 

She’s a tricky bit of road between here and Christmas. Lonely stretch; ’bit depressing; bad surface. 

Weird things happen – strange breakdowns…cow of a road. 

What’ll we do when we get there? 

We won’t do anything. I reckon we’ll just pass straight through it.” 

 

I find Leunig as always insightful and challenging. The lead up to Christmas is not the wonderful rosy 

time we sometimes try to make it out as. For some it would be very nice if they could just pass it by. Eg 

recently bereaved, those faced with a solitary Christmas.  For that reason together with Mater Dei and 

St Raphael’s and the Uniting Church we are holding our Ecumenical Remembering Service next 

Sunday at 5pm at St Raphael’s. A chance to pause and remember departed family and friends, to light a 

candle and acknowledge that we miss them especially at this time of the year. 

Both Leunig and Bridget cause one to think about one’s own experience of preparing for Christmas and 

feelings about Christmas. What is it all about and what difference does it all make? In this sense their 

voices are prophetic voices. It is important to hear prophetic voices when they speak to us – be they 

modern prophets, such as Bridget and Leunig or the prophetic voices we hear speaking to us down 

through the centuries. Through scripture and the history of the church. For the prophet is the one who 

speaks God’s word to us. Tells us how it is and what it is we need to focus on if we are to be true to 

God. 

 

During Advent there is a constant prophetic thread running through our readings calling us and all 

God’s people to prepare the way for the coming of the Lord. A call to righteousness and mercy and 

justice, that God’s Kingdom rule of shalom/peace might be fostered and experienced. 
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Christmas is coming. How we use these next 3 weeks is important. Important that we focus on the right 

things, if not going to arrive at Christmas weary and fraught, and in the spirit of Leunig’s cartoon ready 

to heave a sigh of relief and say “Glad that is over for another year!” 

 

How might we prepare for Christmas, travel down the road that is Advent, so that it truly is Christmas 

and not Xmas (with a big X). 

 

First and foremost we might focus on the fact that we are celebrating the Incarnation – to use a 

theological word. God being incarnate – made flesh – in the person of the human Jesus the babe of 

Bethlehem and seek to reflect that by remembering that it is people and relationships that matter and so 

making time to spend quality time with those that matter in our lives.  It is important to do that while 

we have opportunity for life is fragile as the Isaiah reading reminds us. 

Secondly to make sure that we have heard the message that comes through loud and clear in our 4 

readings today – about the nature of God and how we are to live as God’s people: and that we 

communicate that understanding of God and what it is to be Christian to others – attractive, desirable, 

giving of meaning and purpose to life – not a religion of guilt and fear but rather love and joy! 

Just listen again: 

Isaiah – do not fear … here is your God …the Lord God comes with might … he will feed his 

flock like a shepherd 

Psalm – God will speak peace to his people … steadfast love and faithfulness will meet … 

righteousness and  peace have  kissed each  other 

2 Peter – the Lord is not slow about his promise (not slack) … but is patient with you not 

wanting any to perish but all to come to repentance … therefore strive to be found at peace 

Mark – proclaiming a baptism of repentance for forgiveness of sins 

 

Picture of a God who is with us and for us, never over against us – who patiently waits our turning to 

God = repentance and living out a life of faithfulness and compassion as peacemakers and doers of 

justice = surely that is what righteousness is all about? 

 

May this Advent be one that is full of meaning, may you be drawn deeper into the mystery and wonder 

of the love of the God who is Emmanuel – God with us. So that come Christmas you are able to savour 

it – celebrate it fully and with joy, because you too have been doing your bit in preparing the way for 

the coming Lord and the breaking in of his rule of peace and goodwill amongst all peoples. 

 

_____________________________________ 


