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Makers of Peace 

 

We gather to prepare for Christmas, 

hearing prophetic voices announcing  

the promise of God's reigning. 

The texts of the Advent season 

help us to begin to let go  

of our old, familiar, failing world; 

to deal with the dismantling  

of any system of meaning and power 

into which we might have invested 

our personal time and effort. (is the current global financial crisis such a dismantling?) 

These ancient voices challenge us  

to trust anew the One who is coming. 

 

The season of Advent challenges us 

to see God's vision of what is yet to be; 

to hear God's voice calling us anew; 

to smell God's scent in our world. 

 

Advent is not a call to wait passively as we wait for Christmas. The first Christmas was a life affirming 

and life changing event. Patience and waiting do not change the world. Christmas is a call to 

engagement – with life and with change! 

 

When our thinking, feeling and acting has persisted for a long time it can be considered as set in 

concrete and so unshakeable. The emergence of new ways of thinking, feeling, and acting can threaten 

the established order. It can seem like the sun and moon being snuffed out and stars falling to the 

ground. Such apocalyptic imagery is reflected in some of the Scripture texts we read at this Season. It 

makes it seems as though the old order/world is over. We are being offered an alternative way to be 

human. Ingrained habits, and mindless and oppressive business as usual is being challenged. Some will 

accept the changes and others will struggle and object. 

 

 Central to the message of Advent and Christmas is the call to be people of peace. More than that, to be 

Makers of peace. Martin Luther King Jr said “If we are to have peace on earth, our loyalties must 

become ecumenical rather than sectional.  Our loyalties must transcend our race, our tribe, our class, 

and our own nation; and this means we must develop a world perspective.  No individual can live 

alone; no nation can live alone, and as long as we try, the more we are going to have war in this world.  

Now the judgement of God is upon us, and we must either learn to live together as brothers [and 

sisters] or we are all going to perish together as fools….it really boils down to this; that all life is 

interrelated; we aren’t going to have peace on earth until we face this fact.” 
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Something of what Martin Luther King is saying is reflected in an email that arrived late this afternoon 

as I was preparing for tonight. It came from  the Australia Christian Meditation Community and is from 

a Catholic Priest who is a part of the WCCM and who lives and works in Mumbai, India which has 

experienced the terrible terrorist attacks this past week. Father Joe writes: 

 

I can feel the strength of the Spirit each morning and evening as we meditate during this unprecedented 

crisis in the city of Mumbai(Bombay).The encounters with the Terrorists are still on. Many have lost 

their lives. The city has never been so quiet! There has been much sadness and gloom. But in my 

Eucharist I kept on asking people to sit in silence with our Mantra, Maranatha and we are seeing so 

many deeply life transforming miracles taking place .Truly our God does bring good even out of evil. 

There are such touching stories of how the Staff of the Hotels especially the Taj went about rescuing 

their guests, many foreigners even though it cost them their lives ! The general Manager lost his own 

wife and child while he was rescuing others at the same time! 14dedicated Police lost their lives but 

they got a hero's cremation with people of all communities coming for it. Slogans all over the city say 

,"We are Indians first and no Terrorist can divide us though we belong to different Faith." The high 

light of this miraculous spirit of Unity was, for the first time the Opposition Leader (A diehard Hindu 

Fundamentalist) agreed to come together with the Prime Minister Manmohan Sing and Sonia Gandhi to 

the place of the happening. The whole world especially many significant Nations especially President 

Elect Barrack Obama have pledged to stand by India and give every assistance. The FBI team has 

flown in for help. There is such a sense of Unity amidst this attempt to divide. May I invite all the 

WCCM to be with us. Many of us have felt fear replaced by Love deep within us. All of us in the 

Meditation Groups especially the one at Mt. Carmel that has a multi-religious participation feel strong 

in the silence of the Spirit.  

Love, Joe. 

 

One is moved to feel that with such people and sentiments there is yet hope for our world despite the 

worst efforts of those who would resort to violence, and terror and destruction. 

So as we enter into Advent I leave you with three things to ponder over: 

 

1. The importance if recognising our common humanity. That in our neighbours welfare lies our 

welfare. Implicit in this is the need to set aside all conflict and division and find a way to the 

peace that Jesus came to lead us to. 

2. Secondly to pursue engagement with life and others which our God at the first Christmas models 

for us. To be engaged with life, open to change that we might be more fully human as we share 

life with the One who came that we might know what it is to be truly human. 

3. And thirdly that we might have the perception to discern God’s presence, voice, scent in the 

world. That we might recognise God’s activity and seek to work with Him in creating his reign of 

peace and justice and so be agents of Hope, Faith and Joy to others. 

 

_____________________________________ 


