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Sermon Notes St Mark's Anglican Church  

South Hurstville 

Advent 3 

14 December 2008 
Preacher: The Reverend Chris Albany 

Rector 

Readings:   Isaiah 61.1-4,8-11;  Psalm 126;   1 Thessalonians 5.12-28;   John 1.6-8, 19-28 

 

The One who is coming 
 

I have just 2 things to say this week: Quite different and distinct yet each in their own way saying the 

same thing. I’ll leave you to make that connection. 

 

Firstly: Last week I said how we use Advent is important. Important that we focus on the right things, 

if not going to arrive at Christmas weary and fraught, and in the spirit of Leunig’s cartoon ready to 

heave a sigh of relief and say “Glad that is over for another year!” and so I posed the question: “How 

might we prepare for Christmas, travel down the road that is Advent, so that it truly is Christmas and 

not Xmas (with a big X).” so that come Christmas we are able to savour it – celebrate it fully and with 

joy, because we have been doing our bit in preparing the way for the coming Lord and the breaking in 

of his rule of peace and goodwill amongst all peoples.” 

 

Well I’d like to add something that might just help you as you seek to do that: It came to me from one 

of you this week: 

 

This Christmas 

Mend a quarrel 

Seek out a forgotten friend 

Share some treasure 

Give a soft answer 

Encourage youth 

Keep a promise 

Find the time 

Listen 

Apologize if you were wrong 

Be gentle 

Laugh a little 

Laugh a little bit more 

Express your gratitude 

Welcome a stranger 

Gladden the heart of a child 

Take pleasure in the beauty 

And wonder of the earth 

Speak your love 

Speak it again 

Speak it still once again 

 

The second is to pick up something from our Old Testament reading and that Gospel Passage Gwen has 

just read: John the Baptist is pointing to the fulfilment of his own work the One who is to come. He is 
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aware that there is a huge difference between himself, and the one who is coming. In reality the huge 

difference is in the radical message and reign of peace that Jesus comes to inaugurate. Let us not fool 

ourselves as to how easy it was to perceive this. The gentleness of the One who is to come has being 

hinted at, in the Hebrew scriptures as well as his triumph but we still have Isaiah in today’s reading speak 

of not only God’s restoration of all things, in the Kingdom of God’s Shalom – which means everything in 

its proper place – all at harmony – but yet still speaking of the day of God’s vengeance. And when we 

come to John the Baptist, the last of the prophets he too is out of focus. He knows that only a change of 

heart and mind will enable people to begin to perceive the shape of the One who is to come, for with our 

current mindsets we cannot imagine the shape of the Presence. He also knows that between his 

preparation of people, and the shape of the Presence to come there is an incommensurable distance. In 

Matthew’s Gospel John expresses hostility to the many Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism. 

Why might this be so? James Allison suggests that John knows how dangerous apparent goodness is, that 

is all our grasped goodness, and the sense of entitlement which comes with it. He was aware of how 

dangerous to such goodness was the One who is to come, but like Isaiah he seems unable to grasp that 

the One who is coming will turn out indeed to be the bearer of all that dangerousness, only because of the 

fear and resentment of those in whose midst he will be. Not because there is any violence or vengeance 

in himself. 

 

We have not yet undergone the extraordinary shift in perception and imagination which comes upon us 

when we understand that in the One who comes, there is no violence at all, no vengeance, no desire for 

retribution, only a longing for us to be fully alive. And that all our fears, our desires for revenge, our 

stumbling blocks, which we so easily project onto God, are ours, ours alone, and able to be undone, let 

go, forgiven, by the One who is coming in. 

 

I can’t emphasise just how important it is to get that quite clear: that in the One who comes, there is no 

violence at all, no vengeance, no desire for retribution, only a longing for us to be fully alive. And that 

all our fears, our desires for revenge, our stumbling blocks, which we so easily project onto God, are 

ours, ours alone, and able to be undone, let go, forgiven, by the One who is coming in. That’s a 

message that our world desperately need to hear – that each of us need to not only hear but to allow it 

to sink into our very being so that we are changed – transformed – able to let go of all that leads to 

violence – fear, resentment, jealousy, our need to be in control – and so be enabled to live fully free for 

the first time and – free to live out what it truly means to a person made in the image of God – the God 

in whom there is no violence at all.  

 

James Alison puts it enigmatically like this: “Our new self is quickened into existence as the Spirit 

awakens in us someone who we didn’t know we were, but who turns out to be more ourselves than we 

thought we knew.” 

 

_____________________________________ 


