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Sermon Notes St Mark's Anglican Church  

South Hurstville 

Baptism of Jesus 

11 January 2009 
Preacher: The Reverend Chris Albany 

Rector 

Readings:  Genesis 1.1-5; Psalm 29; Acts 19.1-7; Mark 1.4-11 

 

Making connections between life and faith 
 

Have you ever noticed the different ways people approach getting into the water for a swim – be it at 

the beach or in a pool. There are the toe-dippers – they put in a toe and pull it out quickly when they 

realize how cold the water is – so they quickly become retreaters – sometimes trying again, sometimes 

seeming to give up on the idea of a swim! Then there are the slow, gradual enterers – who wade in 

slowly – sometimes jumping back as a wave comes in – taking time to adjust to the coldness of the 

water (in my mind prolonging the agony of the initial shock of the change in temperature). And then 

there are the dashers or jumpers – who take a running dash into the water or at the pool and jump in 

with a mighty splash. There is a certain exuberance and sense of entering into the fullness of the 

experience about the latter. 

 

Most of the others get in there eventually and seem to have an equally good time, but some never quite 

make it; paddling at the edge or sit dangling feet into the pool, never quite getting to experience what 

it’s all about. 

 

As we come to celebrate the Baptism of Jesus and later today the baptism of Evie Grace Little – Alan 

and Lois’ grand-daughter, I can’t help thinking that there is a parallel in the way some people approach 

and experience Christianity. There are those who just dip-a-toe-in, as it were, maybe coming to church 

at Christmas or Easter, or for a wedding or perhaps a baptism – but who remain at the edge of the 

church community. Sometimes their experience of the church is a one-off experience, sometimes it is 

repeated time and time again, but they always remain on the edge, in the shadows as it were, never 

getting to experience the fullness of life lived in intentional relationship with God as part of the 

community of God’s people. 

 

The there are some, who as they come back, find themselves gradually drawn into the life of the people 

of God and as they do so experience the transformative nature of the life lived in conscious relationship 

with God. The difference that a God-filled life (I use that term advisedly) makes to ones sense of 

meaning, value and purpose. 

 

Then there are some who have a dramatic conversion experience, something happens, perhaps at a time 

of personal transition or crisis and experience the transforming nature of God’s presence, reality and 

love. These are often passionately enthusiastic about their new found experience and faith – sometimes 

embarrassingly so. They are so full of the difference God is making in their life that they want 

everyone else to know about it. There is an exuberance and vitality which can be infectious if a bit 

disconcerting at times. 

 

Note I said a God-filled life quite deliberately. That is because it is linked to the word that is the focus 

of our worship today – “Baptism”. The Greek word from which our word comes is babtizo – we say a 

person is baptized into the church – the body of Christ. A shorthand way of saying this is to say the 
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person is baptized into Christ – what does that mean? The Greek word baptizo means to be immersed 

in, filled up with, to be saturated with, filled to overflowing with. 

 

One gets the sense of how “baptism” got the particular meaning of being “dunked” in the river – makes 

sense of those like the Greek Orthodox who still take the baby, like Evie today, and strip them and 

immerse them completely in the baptismal font before re-clothing them in their celebratory robes! 

 

The readings today tell us that God is the creative sustaining source of all that is. The ancient Hebrew 

writer is also quick to tell us that what God creates is good – very good, when it comes to humankind. 

As Matthew Fox, the Dominican writer, has reminded us: before Original Sin (if such a thing is a 

reality) there was Original Blessing. 

 

Jesus comes and fully immerses himself in the life of the world. That’s partly what the significance of 

Jesus coming to John for baptism is all about. Jesus enters fully into the human condition, and he too 

needs to experience what it means to intentionally turn ones life to God. That’s what John’s baptism of 

repentance is all about – Repent means to turn away from one way of living, being to another. Life 

lived with and towards God – according to God’s values and standards – is different. This implies 

change, living differently which in itself is transformative. Christian life is about being immersed in, 

filled up with the life of Jesus through his spirit. 

 

The reading from Acts makes it clear that it is possible to miss out on this experience of being filled 

with the Spirit of Jesus. The believers at Ephesus had only been baptized with the Baptism of John – 

they hadn’t heard of Jesus and the Holy Spirit. The passage from Acts 19 makes it clear that 

experiencing the Holy Spirit was something that was tangible – both you and others knew, could see 

the signs and evidence, the difference that being filled to overflowing with the Spirit of God makes. 

 

I wonder how often that is true for us today. We have just received the results of our latest NCD survey 

and again our lowest factor is Passionate Spirituality. We aren’t good about giving a sense of the 

exuberance, the exhilaration of what it is to be a Christian. That’s partly cultural, I suspect – we don’t 

naturally show our sense of what God is doing in our lives but I wonder too whether for some at least 

its also because we’ve never really taken the plunge, dived in fully. There’s all sorts of reasons for that 

– like jumping into the water – it can be a bit daunting, it can take our breath away as it were – there’s 

the sense that some things might have to change – that demands may be made of us and so we hesitate. 

Yet it provides the same sense of exhilaration, as we discover what the God of surprises has in store for 

us. If only we would entrust ourselves to the immensity of his love. Albert Haase, the Franciscan 

writer, wrote a wonderful book called Swimming in the Son, in which he talks about the underlying 

reality of our world, whether we perceive it or not, as being the love of God. That we exist immersed in 

that love – what is necessary for us to become aware of that reality and to allow ourselves to be drawn 

into slowly or quickly and to float (be held up, sustained) in the sea of God’s love. 

 

Can I encourage you to take the plunge, to jump in more fully in 2009. To take up opportunities to 

deepen your faith and make the connections between life and faith. To connect Sundays to Mondays as 

it were! 

 

This year with our Diocesan wide Connect 09 focus we are planning a range of events and activities to 

help you and others in our community do just that. There will be St Mark’s 90
th

 Anniversary events, 

Lent groups, etc. we’ll be giving you our outline of what is planned early next month. Look out for it 

and plan to get involved in whatever you can. 
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Let me finish with a warning. Be prepared for life to be different, to the challenged to change, for 

God’s presence always calls for a response as we live out the compassion of God as doers of justice, 

makers of peace, opposes of violence and oppression. As we live out our vocation to be living 

reminders of God for others (to use a phrase I owe to the Dutch Catholic writer Henri Nouwen). We 

can only be a living reminder of God’s reality and presence for others if we ourselves personify what it 

is to be a person who is “baptised” – fully immersed, saturated, filled to the brim and overflowing with 

the presence and love of God made known in Jesus the Christ. 

 

_____________________________________ 


