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Sermon Notes St Mark's Anglican Church  

South Hurstville 

Epiphany 2 

18 January 2009 
Preacher: The Reverend Chris Albany 

Rector 

Readings:  Samuel 3.1-10; Psalm 139.1-5, 12-18; 1 Corinthians 6.12-20; John 1.43-51 

 

The God I don’t believe in 

 

On the first Sunday after my commissioning as Rector of St Mark’s I wrote a piece for the as then 

unnamed weekly pew-sheet entitled, The God I don't believe in! 

 

In it I wrote: 

 

I often have conversations with people who are struggling with their understanding of God and 

Christianity. Or, perhaps to put it more accurately, they are struggling with the understanding 

that is presented by others within the church. During one such conversation one person said 

something like: "How come you focus on God's love, as opposed to whatever it is that others 

focus on? It sort of seems to me that the others' way is a bit more like the letters in the New 

Testament but maybe not the way Jesus explained stuff ... why did Jesus have a different angle 

to the New Testament writers?"  

 

Now I found that to be an intriguing and perceptive comment. Yes, Jesus has a different slant 

on things to the religious leaders of his day; that is one of the chief reasons they opposed him. 

But different to the New Testament writers as well? The church has always struggled with the 

radical simplicity of Jesus' message, and has tended to make faith and following Jesus much 

too complicated. Are there signs of this happening even within the New Testament? Central to 

all this is the image and understanding of God that is portrayed and there are many false and 

distorted images out in the world. All this reminds me of the following piece by Juan Arias:  

 

"The God that many atheists don't believe in is a God I don't believe in either."  

No, I shall never believe in:  

• the God who condemns material things,  

• the God who flashes a red light against human joys,  

• the God who sterilizes a person's reason,  

• the God who makes himself feared,  

• the God of those people who have stock answers for everything,  

• the God in whom there are no mysteries,  

• the God who 'plays at' condemning people,  

• the God who does not have a different personal word for each person,  

• the God who could not have become human, with all that that implies-  

I do not believe in such a God. My God is the other God." 

  

(from The God I Don't Believe In, Mercier Cork publishers, 1973).  

 

What is the nature of the God you believe in? The answer is crucial in determining our 

approach to life, relationships and the issues of the world.     Chris  
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(The best answer if someone says I don’t believe in God is: “Tell me about the God you don’t believe in – I 

probably don’t believe in that God either!”) 

 

Now I remind you of that not to test your memory but because in the strange and peculiar way 

that my mind works it connects with that set of readings we have just heard, which are all about 

knowing God and being known by God. What I didn’t go on to spell out in the piece I wrote 39 

months ago was the detail of “the other God” I do believe in, though I seem to remember I gave 

some clues in the sermon that day. The connection for me between today’s readings and what I 

said back then can be summed up by saying that increasingly for me God is the God of 

relationships. The corollary of that is that Christianity is not about belief but about relationships 

– with God and with each other and with the world – God’s creation. To put it another way: 

“Easter faith is not primarily about believing or being good but about relationship.   It is an invitation 

to companionship; to journey with Jesus the risen Christ and in meeting him and allowing him to meet 

us discovering that we are changed.   That our God says to us, “I love you just as you are.  You are 

precious in my sight” 

 

Note I didn’t say “today’s readings are all about knowing about God! – and God knowing 

about us!” but rather “knowing God and being known by God” what a wealth of difference 

leaving out that word “about” makes in that phrase.  

 

In that first reading that we have just heard the boy Samuel understandably thinks that it is the old man 

Eli calling him in the night for “Samuel did not yet know the Lord” it took Eli out of his long 

experience of relationship with God to perceive that it was God calling to Samuel.  

 

Then there is the wonderful words of the Psalmist in my favourite Psalm 139: “O Lord you have 

searched me out and known me …” The Psalmist speaks of an intimacy and connectedness with God 

that is almost too much bear – and yet reassuring and sustaining for there is no where that God is not 

“if I ascend into heaven your are there, if I make my bed in the grave you are there also!” 
 

And in the Gospel passage Alan/I have just read Jesus call Philip to follow him, to accompany him on 

his journey, and Philip says to Nathanael “come and see” as the Reflection says on the front of 

Connections – “The first words of a disciple calling another to follow Jesus.  It is an invitation to see 

for yourself, to be curious about this person.  Faith is a journey.  We do not reach full faith all at once.  

It grows as we ask questions and listen, watch and follow.  Yet God already knows us, like Jesus knew 

Nathanael and is acquainted with all our ways.  Being involved in mission is discovering the God that 

is already there and naming God who is present.”  

The implication in that is that we will share our experience of God with others.  

 

So the key question for each of us is: “Do we know God?” – Do I know God – do you know God? And 

is that experience such that you want others to share it and if so are you able to talk about your 

experience of God with others – to say “this is my experience of what God is doing in my life come 

and give life lived in intentional relationship with God a try – see for yourself.” 

 

The results of recent NCD survey suggest that collectively that is something we are not good at – 4 of 

the questions that are amongst the lowest of scores were: 
 

1. I often tell other Christians when I have experienced something from God. 

2. I pray for my friends, colleagues and relatives who do not yet know Jesus Christ, that they will 

come to faith. 
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3. I try to deepen my relationships with people who do not yet know Jesus Christ. 

4. I share with various people in our church about my spiritual journey. 

 

Is it that we have nothing that we think is worth sharing?  - I suspect not. Rather I suspect that there is a 

cultural shyness about talking about our experience of God that we have to overcome. 

 

A good way to begin changing that is to just start talking with someone we know well about the God 

we know and believe in – ie to practise with other members of the parish. So a challenge for each of 

you: This week find one other person, (just one) to talk with about the God you know and believe in – 

and ask them to do the same for you. Find someone and say “I’d like to tell you about my God and I’d 

like to hear about yours”. – and if you can’t think of anyone else to have that conversation with come 

and have it with me. 

 

I’d like to hear how you get on. But don’t just tell me, tell each other – and don’t be afraid to ask others 

how they’ve got on. 

 

_____________________________________ 


