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Being Known 
 

Our grand-daughter Genevieve (3 ½ years) just can’t wait until we go to the South Hurstville Chinese 

Restaurant again. She is so looking forward to it and keeps asking when are we going back? That’s 

because the first time we took her there recently, Susan was working there and as we entered said 

“Hello Genevieve” and greeted her warmly and escorted us – or should I say Genevieve- to our table. 

Well, that made a huge impression on Genevieve – she was made to feel very special, as was obvious 

by the way she reported the visit to her parents when she finally went home. So I’d better warn Susan 

to tell the staff to remember her name for the next time we visit, in case Susan isn’t there to welcome 

her the next time we visit. 

 

Key to that experience was that Gen discovered that she was known – that was exciting, thrilling, 

energising – the experience even in the remembering is life-giving.  

 

In today’s N.T. reading, there is a phrase that is easy for us to miss – because it is somewhat peripheral 

to the topic that Paul is addressing. Though it is not peripheral to Paul’s overall message and the 

message of the Gospel. In fact it is central. In verse 3 of 1Cor 8 Paul talks about “being known by God” 

– Central to the Gospel is the fact that we are known by God – in the fullest, deepest sense of what it 

means, its more than knowing about – its about an ultimate knowing that conveys the sense of being of 

significance that one matters, is valued, embraced, in a way that conveys value and significance, not 

known with indifference. St Paul refers to this again in his famous ode to love in 1Cor 13 when he says 

“then I shall know fully, even as I am fully known” (1Cor 13.12) 

 

It is a remarkable thing to be fully known by another person – even more so to enter into the experience 

discovering that we are known by God – that we are of significance to God yet that is at the heart of the 

Gospel 

 

James Alison commenting on the work of Renee Giraud the French philosopher says 

we receive ourselves through the eyes of another. ("Contemplation in a World of Violence II: The 

strangeness of this passivity…," a talk for Thomas Merton Society, London, October 26, 2002. quoted 

on the Giradian Reflections on the Lectionary website at 

http://girardianlectionary.net/year_b/epiphany4b.htm) 

Alison in the same article says “All I want to say is that this is not a metaphor, but, I take it, a simple 

and apt anthropological description of how any of us comes to be. Let me try and set the scene 

appropriately: someone important comes into the room, a room in which a group of people are 

gathered, among whom you are. This is someone important who you have been expecting, and for 

whose recognition you have been hoping. Now when that person comes in, your feeling, sense of worth 

and so on will depend entirely on her recognition of you. Will she notice me? If she does notice me, 

will it be with clear pleasure? Will she come over to me? Or will I be to her simply as another 
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anonymous figure who happens to be present? This, I would say, is not something of which you are 

necessarily conscious, still less do you formulate it. In fact you will pick it up in your body. If her body 

language is clearly relaxed and pleased to see you, any smile she gives you will be picked up by your 

body as communicating that pleasure, and you will feel an uplift, your spirit will soar, and you will 

have the sense "Yes, I really am." If, on the other hand, whatever her smile says, her body language 

indicates that she is going through the motions, being polite, wants to be somewhere else, that you are 

not really important to her, then your body will pick it up, and in the dawning disappointment, part of 

your self will slink yelping away like a wounded puppy, tail between the legs.” 

He continues “The point of this is that St Paul is not making some arcane or mystical point in talking 

about the essential Christian discovery as being one of being known by God. On the contrary, He is 

showing some of the first fruits of the extraordinary anthropological discovery about who we really are 

which came into our ken in the wake of Jesus' resurrection. We are known, and that knowing is 

liberating, transforming, life giving.” 

If I understand Alison aright what he is talking about is what we refer to as “Salvation” – which is a 

much broader concept than we have traditionally made of it – so often when we use that word, the 

focus is on being forgiven, as if forgiveness of sin is all Salvation is about – but it is much more than 

that – it is having one’s eyes opened, it  is being free, brought home; experiencing transformation, new 

life, released from fear, hurt, resentment, all that and more - as well as forgiveness 

Another way of saying this is to say that its like being discovered – to quote Alison again. – “we find 

ourselves being discovered and known in just the same sense as a really first rate impresario spots a 

talented future actor or singer long before the actor or singer knows that they are really talented, have 

what it takes. And it is in the impresario believing in them that they are able to be discovered. They 

were "known" before they knew it. And if we were to be such an actor or singer saying "I was 

discovered" we wouldn't merely mean that someone with the right connections had simply lighted upon 

our talent which was already there. We would mean that their act of knowing, of discovering was 

actually creative of something into being. Our talent would be in some kind a symptom (or result) of 

their discovery of us.”  

That is what being known by God is really about – it is freeing, liberating, life giving we call it 

Salvation-  and God’s regard does indeed give you and me the sense that we are being discovered, that 

we are being invited to participate in something much bigger than ourselves, in which we will find that 

there is a real "me" there to be known, one that we could scarcely imagine before.  

 

Let yourself be known by God, enter into it, allow it to transform you to become who and what God 

created you to be – releasing gifts and life and love that as you “know” others, - accept – are fully 

present for another, you enable them to discover the same reality for themselves as we share in the 

joyful task of being life-givers for others. 

 

_____________________________________ 


