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Sermon Notes St Mark's Anglican Church  

South Hurstville 

Epiphany 5 

8 February 2009 
Preacher: The Reverend Chris Albany 

Rector 

Readings:  Isaiah 40.21-31; Psalm 147.1-11; 1 Corinthians 9.16-23; Mark 1.29-39 

 

Finding oneself in unexpected places 
 

An EfM Group member said at yesterday’s meeting that part of their expectation of another year of 

EfM was to. “Find myself in unexpected places.” Which prompted me to say, “If going to take 

following Jesus seriously then will find oneself in unexpected places.” 

 

Following Jesus = discipleship and the NT scholar Eduard Schweizer says Mark’s thesis (is that) 

“discipleship is the only form in which faith in Jesus can exist” (quoted in “Binding the Strong Man” 

Ched Myer’s commentary on Mark’s Gospel p 11) 

 

This year is sometimes referred to as the “Year of Mark” as the lectionary Gospel reading most 

Sunday’s is taken from Mark’s Gospel. In reading bits at a time Sunday by Sunday it is easy to lose the 

wood for the trees- lose sight of the overall theme/purpose of the Gospel. 

 

Ched Myer’s by the very title of his commentary, “Binding the Strong Man  gives us  a sense of what 

he sees as a central theme of Mark’s writing - overcoming the forces of oppression and alienation in the 

world.  There is a sense of conflict – wrestling with the powers and dominions of world to bring the 

light, grace, joy, life of God’s reign to all people.  

 

Myers says Mark’s Gospel originally was written to help imperial subjects learn the hard truth about 

the world and themselves He does not pretend to represent the word of God dispassionately or 

impartially, as if that word were innocuously universal in its appeal to rich and poor alike. His is a story 

by, about and for those committed to God’s work of justice, compassion and liberation in the world. To 

modern theologians, like the Pharisees, Mark offers no “signs from heaven” (Mark 8.11ff). To scholars 

who like the Chief Priests, refuse to ideologically commit themselves, he offers no answer (Mark 

11.30-33). But to those willing to raise the wrath of the empire, Mark offers a way of discipleship 

(8.34ff). ( BtSM p11). 

 

Eduard Schweizer highlights the way Jesus completely transforms the concept of discipleship – Jesus 

initiates, he calls people to follow him, whereas traditionally people associate themselves to a Rabbi or 

teacher. Jesus never holds discussions with his disciples like a rabbi and he never brings them to the 

classroom or has them study the law. Discipleship is about the call to follow – to be with Jesus  - to 

share in what takes place around Jesus and to delegate one’s cares and worries and anxieties a little to 

the one whom Jesus bears witness in all he does and says.  …. (to discover that as they) become free 

towards God in Jesus’ company then they also become free towards one’s neighbour who needs them. 

As the disciples walked with Jesus they were more and more entrusted with his commission… and that 

this commission filled lives that were empty, gave purpose to lives frittered away in daily routine, gave 

meaning to lives condemned to be meaningless. (“Jesus” p 39ff) 
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As I was saying a few weeks ago its about knowing/ experiencing not knowing about. About being and 

doing, about relationships and behaviour to others God and the world not about belief. That’s one of 

the reasons you won’t often find me focusing on teaching dogma doctrine in my sermons – more 

important things to focus on. Praxis not theory. 

 

Daniel Berrigan in his forward to Ched Myers book says: 

“through Myers we meet the early Christians called the community of Mark 

“You could see it in their faces, these children of a greater God, the God of refusers and renegades and 

resisters. Their look tended to a wide emotional range, from near despair to set purpose, to – now and 

again – near ecstasy. 

 

Their set purpose was a different ‘way’. Different with regard to work and its nature and rewards, with 

regard to children and women, with regard to the rights of humans – and the all-but-universal and 

official contempt of such rights. A highly different view of the law, especially of laws whose manifest 

aim was to keep people ignorant, fearful or numb.” (p xvii, xviii) 

 

i.e. it is a radical and subversive community, seeking to defeat and subdue all that oppresses and 

alienates – to bring freedom, liberation, joy. 

 

It brings me back to opening comment about finding oneself in unexpected places – challenging at 

times yes – daunting even – but also transforming, freeing, unexpected pleasure, joy, meaning, value. 

As one opens oneself to the one who Jesus shows us always has more (better) in store for us than we 

can ever imagine. 

 

Mark will help us see and discover that as we journey through the year with him – be prepared for 

challenge, discomfort and for surprises. 

 

_____________________________________ 
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