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Repentence 
 

There are some people who seem to have an innate sense of direction – who only have to look at a 

map once and can find there way to a new destination – who even when have flown into a strange 

city instinctively it seems know where North, South, East and west are. Then there are others who 

get lost at the drop of a hat and have to repeatedly look at a map or road directory to find there way 

around – needing to constantly check there bearings, to re-orient themselves to make sure they are 

heading in the correct direction. 

 

If one is lost out in the bush it can be very helpful to have a map and a compass – so hopefully one 

can identify where one is and plot a direction to safety. If you have ever had to use a compass to 

guide you from one place to another you’ll know that you have to keep checking to make sure you 

are heading in the right direction – very useful things at times compasses, reliable in the way they 

always orientate themselves to magnetic north!  Thus helping one to find one’s way. 

 

Now I want to link all that to today’s Psalm and the Gospel passage- did you notice how the 

Psalmist makes repeated reference to God’s ways and paths. Just look at verses 3, 4 and 8-10 again: 

 

3  Show me your / ways O / Lord: 

  and / teach me / your / paths. 

4  Lead me in the ways of your / truth and / teach me: 

  for you are the / God of / my sal/vation. 

8  Good and upright / is the / Lord: 

  therefore will he direct / sinners / in the / way. 

9  The meek he will guide in the / path of / justice: 

  and / teach the / humble • his / ways. 

10 All the paths of the Lord are / faithful • and / true: 

  for those who keep~ his / covenant • and / his com/mandments. 

 

And then in the Gospel reading Jesus calls his listeners to repent and believe the Gospel.  

 

Repent is a much maligned word – it really means to turn or return – to orientate oneself in a 

particular direction – to a particular way of living. In this context to the way that God wants us to 

live. Marcus Borg has something helpful to say about this in his book on the Christian life, “The 

Heart of Christianity” 

 

In the Christian imagination, the word “repentance” belongs to the same vocabulary as “sin” and 

“salvation”. We need to repent of our sins in order to be saved. Rightly understood, this is correct. 

But repentance too has been trivialised. In the minds of many Christians, its first association is 

introspective guilt. It means feeling really sorry for what you have done or left undone, feeling 

really bad about the horrible person that you are. 

 

But the biblical meaning of “repent” is not primarily contribution, but resolve. In the Hebrew 

Bible, to repent means primarily to return to God. Its metaphorical home is the exile. To repent 
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means to return from exile, to reconnect with God, to walk the way in the wilderness that leads from 

Babylon to God. 

 

In the New Testament, repentance continues to have the meaning it has in the Hebrew Bible. The 

gospel of and about Jesus sees repentance as following the way of Jesus. Our earliest gospel, Mark, 

begins with language from the exile:”In the wilderness, prepare the way of the Lord.” The story of 

Jesus then follows. The way is the way of Jesus, the path of dying and rising, and it is the way of 

return. 

 

And repentance in the New Testament has an additional nuance of meaning. The Greek roots of the 

word combine to mean “go beyond the mind that you have been given and have acquired. Go 

beyond the mind shaped by culture to the mind that you have “in Christ”. 

Repentance is the path of salvation. It is the path of reconnection, the path of transformation, the 

path of being born again, the path of dying and rising, the path of response to the message of the 

Kingdom of God:”Jesus came to Galilee proclaiming......, ‘The time is fulfilled, the Kingdom of 

God is at hand; repent”’ 
from the Heart of Christianity by Marcus Borg p 180 

 

Life is a journey from God, from whom we come fresh when we are born, to God; for God is our 

ultimate destination. But we need markers to guide us along life’s journey. To stop us from straying 

too far off the path. If we get lost to help us find the way back. We need a compass if you like. As 

Christians we believe the Jesus is just such a guide – indeed he is the Way, the one that points us to 

and leads us back to God. And how do we know Jesus – through the Scriptures and the Gospels in 

particular, and through the Church, that community of people who down through the centuries have 

been followers of the Way. This means we need to be reading the Gospels uncommonly often but 

also be open to those people who might help us discern the works of God in our lives.  

 

The Psalmist in verse 9 of today’s Psalm says “The meek he will guide in the / path of / justice: and 

/ teach the / humble • his / ways. The inference is that there are those people who through their 

humility, - their openness to God - their recognition that they haven’t got all the answers will be 

lead and guided by God i.e. they will have an affinity with the ways of God. We need to seek out 

such people and learn from them. You probably have known such people. People who have been 

markers, guides for you; the ones who like a compass have helped point you in the right direction! 

Can we be markers, guides for others as we constantly seek to repent (with all the fullness of 

meaning that Borg talks about) – to reconnect to come home to God bringing others with us as we 

live out the good news of the Gospel? 

 

_________________________________ 


