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Sisters on the Planet 

  

Welcome and acknowledge country.  

 

Thank Rector for inviting me to be a part of this event to celebrate and commemorate International 

Women’s Day.  

 

My name is Cara and I work for Oxfam Australia, an international aid and development organisation 

who takes a human rights based approach to development. We work in 24 countries through the 

Pacific, Southern and Eastern Asia and in South Africa.   

 

For years we have been campaigning on poverty reduction around the Millennium Development Goals, 

and encouraging our government to fulfil the commitments that they made in 2000 to halve global 

poverty by 2015. While we are still working hard on the core issues of trade, aid and debt relief, what 

we are hearing from the partners we work with in developing countries is that the greatest threat to 

tackling poverty is not aid, trade or debt, but that it is in fact climate change.  

 

While the language of climate change talks about emissions trading schemes and carbon offsets, it is 

easy to lose sight of the fact that this is about people, and as you’ll learn today, it’s about women.  

 

For people in developing countries, climate change is a reality that they are confronting now. They are 

the most vulnerable to environmental changes because they are more dependent on natural resources.  

For them, climate change means more emergencies.  

 

Climate change means more refugees.  

 

Climate change means more thirst: The flows of some of the world’s major rivers are projected to fall 

by as much as a quarter by 2050, affecting one billion people across Asia. Climate change means more 

hunger: If climate change continues at current patterns, an additional 80–120 million people will be at 

risk of hunger. 

 

Climate change means more disease.  

 

People in developing countries are being hit now, and it’s hitting them hard. Even sadder, is the fact 

that research indicates that it is women who are bearing the biggest burden because of the nature of 

their roles, and structures that discriminate against them.  
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There is decisive evidence that women are harder hit by natural disasters. In the 1991 cyclone disaster 

in Bangladesh, the death rate was almost five times as high for women as for men. This was because 

warning information was transmitted to men by men in public spaces.  

 

It wasn’t communicated to the rest of the family and, as many women are not allowed to leave the 

house without a male relative, they perished waiting for their relatives to return home and take them to 

a safe place. Similar sad realities have emerged from the Hurricane Katrina in the USA, and in the 2004 

Tsunami where female fatalities outnumbered men, as they had simply not been taught to swim.  

 

But women are not just victims of climate change. In Oxfam’s work around the world, we are seeing 

women step up to challenge of addressing this unprecedented planetary emergency. Oxfam have 

captured on film the stories of six diverse, inspiring women addressing climate change, as the 

centrepiece of a new campaign called Sisters on the Planet which I am so proud to see them being 

screened here today.  

 

I hope the messages of these women will go beyond this room and that you will all be inspired, and 

will take their stories to your friends, families, schools, communities and workplaces. The possibilities 

are endless as the sisters resources belong to all of you as well as to us. 

 

Oxfam will be running workshops people on the best way to utilise sisters as a community education 

tool, so that they can become Sisters presenters in their own communities.  

 

What is inspiring about these women in the Sisters on the Planet video series is the amazing change 

that they have been able to initiate, often with limited resources. It makes you wonder: If women from 

Uganda can inspire such change, with the technology and the networks that we have at our fingertips: 

what can we achieve? 
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