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Sisters on the Planet 

  
We have been seeing in the DVD how women in the poorest countries are most affected by climate 
change, and how they are central to its solution. 
 
Feminist perspectives on the environment link subjugation and dominance of the Earth with 
subjugation and dominance of women, as well as with the subjugation and dominance of whole 
peoples.  The suffering of women, the suffering of colonised peoples, and the suffering of the Earth and 
the ecological crisis we are facing, are all caused by an attitude and practice of domination.  This is not 
an essentialist argument – that says men are automatically domineering and competitive, and women 
are automatically caring and nurturing, through some law of biology.  It says that historically, certain 
traits labelled as masculine have been elevated above feminine traits.  The world in which we live in 
today has been fundamentally shaped by this elevation of the masculine above the feminine, including 
much that is in our religious traditions. 
 
The solution is not simply to have women in leadership roles – more women in parliament, more 
women CEOs – but to re-envision more fundamentally how it is that we should live.  Our economy is 
built on competition, on self-interest and on profit.  Our economy sees the Earth as our resource for the 
taking, ours to control and to use as we see fit.  Instead we need to build what are called “gift 
economies” that have values of love, sharing, generosity, and cooperation at their centre, and that 
includes the way that we relate with the whole Earth, not only with humans. 
 
Christians believe that our God is an abundant God, who created the cosmos out of love.  The creation 
is a gift, a free expression of God’s love.  We are not indebted to this God, as if God is the bank that 
holds our mortgage, who will leave us destitute if we fail to pay on time.  Instead, we can choose in 
freedom to respond to God’s love.  Acknowledging all that we receive, all that has been gifted to us, we 
can also choose to live with the same love and generosity. 
 
Our economy isn’t built on such love and generosity.  But we can start by building and strengthening 
little economies, in the places where we live, that are. 
 
In the DVD, we’ve seen how women like Ursula, Sahena and Helen can take leadership roles on 
climate change, giving their time and their passion to their communities.  I saw some of this, when I 
had the privilege to visit western Kenya a few years ago.  Two examples are: 
1.      A women’s self-help group, in which women joined together to build their homes, work their 
fields, and share their seeds. 
2.      A widows’ group.  Traditionally in Kenya, widows and their land are inherited by their late 
husbands.  However, with support of each other, and the local Catholic priests, the women in this group 
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resisted inheritance.  When I was there, they were meeting to talk about how they could grow food and 
feed orphans in their community, a growing issue because of AIDS. 
 
These women showed that much more could be achieved in cooperation with each other than by 
working alone.  The joy that radiated from these women, and especially from the widow’s group, was 
infectious.  I was reminded of the biblical stories of abundance, for example, the loaves and the fishes, 
where generosity bears so much fruit.  I also realised that the solutions to climate change are already 
there in those communities. 
 
I want to tell you about two groups in which I am involved, which are trying to practice love, 
generosity, and sharing.  The first is my own church, Maroubra Junction Uniting Church, which has an 
environmental project called “Project Green Church”.  The second is a multi-faith network called the 
Australian Religious Response to Climate Change (ARRCC). 
 
Project Green Church 

Project Green Church has involved greening our buildings and our property, sharing possessions and 
skills, and mission and outreach into the broader community.  We have switched to 100% GreenPower 
(government accredited renewable energy), installed a water tank that provides water to the toilets in 
our pre-school, installed solar hot water heaters and grey water treatment systems on our student 
accommodation, and changed our buildings to energy efficient light bulbs.  These are all practical 
expressions of caring for the Earth. 
 
Our possessions and skills sharing initiatives are very much practising generosity and love.  We have 
two “enviromowers” which we use to mow the lawns of elderly cash-poor people in the community for 
free.  We worked with Goget Carshare and Randwick Council to get a car share car at Maroubra 
Junction, for our use and for the use of our community.  Once a month, we have a “green testimony” 
(or “green confession”!) during announcements, where a member of our church shares what they have 
been doing to care for the Earth.  By sharing our possessions, we reduce our resource use and impact 
on the Earth.  We also build up relationships with each other. 
 
We are also involved in environmental outreach, both to other churches, and to our community in 
Maroubra.  Last Sunday, we worked with three other churches in our area for Clean Up Australia Day.  
We organised a clean up at Maroubra Beach and a community festival, with bands, food, 
environmental stalls, speakers, kids activities and community games.  Our vision for this event was not 
just to pick up rubbish, but to show our appreciation for our community by inviting them to celebrate 
with us, to build relationships with each other and with the Earth. 
 
ARRCC 

ARRCC is a multi-faith network that supports people of faith and faith communities to take practical 
action on climate change.  We provide educational materials, information and programs for taking 
practical action, and campaigning materials.  On our management committee we have representation 
from Christian, Muslim, Buddhist and Jewish traditions. 
 
Some examples of ARRCC’s initiatives are: 
-       We have organised a GreenPower fundraiser for places of worship and faith communities, where a 
faith community can earn a $35 reward for each member who switches to GreenPower. 
-       We provide letter writing guides for people to write to their local MPs. 
-       Last year we worked with the Hindu community for (Inter)national Vegetarian Week and 
Gandhi’s birthday to encourage people to eat less meat. 
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-       We just finished coordinating an open letter to the Prime Minister on the government’s poor 
greenhouse gas emission reduction targets that was signed by over 60 religious leaders. 
-       On 28th of March for Earth Hour, we are holding a celebratory vigil at Observatory Hill, with 
music and poetry from different faith traditions, and with silence, prayer and reflection.  All are 
welcome. 
 
One of the things that has struck me about ARRCC is the inspiration and gift that each community’s 
work is for others.  The imam who is on our management committee talks about how helpful the work 
that some churches have done is for Muslim groups – they don’t need to reinvent the wheel.  At the 
same time, the work that is being done by the group that he leads – the al-Ghazzali Centre – is an 
inspiration for others.  The Centre runs a Cooks River regeneration project, a food growing project in 
people’s backyards, and also holds educational courses on e.g. the history of civilisations, Islamic 
finance, that connect with the Centre’s practical initiatives.  Likewise, the passion that the Hindu 
community brings to issues of meat production and meat consumption is a gift to other faith traditions 
who may not so easily grasp these issues.  From the leadership of that community, others can be 
prompted and encouraged to learn more about eating practices in their own traditions. 
 
The examples in the DVD, Project Green Church, ARRCC, EcoChurch, and many others, are not some 
unobtainable example that you can’t achieve in your own community.  We are all as ordinary and as 
extraordinary as anybody else.  Maroubra Junction Uniting Church is not a large community that 
somehow “has it all together”.  Project Green Church has not been led by our minister, but by lay 
people.  It didn’t start with some big program of action, but by a few people sharing their concerns, and 
choosing to take one small step in hope.  ARRCC is not some huge national organisation, but a 
growing network of people who choose to reach out and connect with others – to inspire and be 
inspired. 
 
I invite you to come and join in this movement.  You may already be a part of it.  Take actions in your 
own lives and communities.  But don’t hide your light under a bushel.  Share what you are learning and 
doing with other people.  I can assure you that they will find it an inspiration. 

_____________________________________ 


