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I want to begin by adding my thanks to what Barbara has been saying - there are so many gifted 

people who give of themselves for the life of this community and the furtherance of God’s always 

loving purposes. I hesitate to mention names because it is inevitable that some will be left out – but 

Jim certainly needs to be singled out along with Wardens (all 3) Parish Council, small group and 

activity leaders, musicians, Lay assistants, servers, welcomers, flower arrangers, social function 

arrangers, pastoral carers.  

I want to focus my comments today on looking ahead, to encourage us to think about the kind of 

community we are building here at St Mark’s. To dream, envision the St Mark’s of 3-5 years time. 

What are your hopes and expectations? Expectation is a good word – did you pick up the note of 

positive expectation  and confidence from Jeremiah in that first reading. Jeremiah is usually thought 

of as a prophet of doom and gloom, not so in these verses from Chapter 31 – they are full of hope 

for what the future will bring “ The days are surely coming …” no ifs and buts – there is a ring of 

confidence – and then the passage goes onto talk about the promise of a restored relationship 

between God and God’s people which is qualitatively different than what they have known before. 

A restored relationship which is at the heart of the Christian Gospel as Jesus draws all people to 

himself through his death and resurrection as our Gospel passage reminds us. (Cf John 12.32 “and I, 

when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to myself.”) 

Earlier in today’s Gospel we hear that some Greeks come to Philip and say, “we wish to see Jesus.” 

(v.21) Philip goes to Andrew and they go to Jesus – we get the sense of interest, enthusiasm, the 

sharing of news, information of wanting to know and discover more. People connecting with 

people, all focused on Jesus.  

Increasingly I see St Mark’s as a centre of a positive attractive (attractional? is there such a word?) 

form of Christianity: Addressing the real issues that confront people individually and collectively as 

we seek to live intentional lives in this community which we are called to serve and witness to. 

Already that is happening more and more through the sub-groups that Barbara has mentioned and 

the variety of activities that happen as part of the parish, or from our premises. Seeking to meet 

people at different levels and in different ways: 

Head – academic study and discussion – an intelligent exploration of faith and its implications for 

our lives (without that focus it becomes rather meaningless does it not?) 

Heart – this has to do with our spirituality – our sense of God. Prayer, meditation, worship, music, 

concerts, drama, art all have a part to play here. 

Social – meeting our needs for companionship, belonging, support 

Physical – Tai Chi, Tennis 

Emotional – support groups, pastoral care, seminars addressing specific issues. Retreat being 

offered by Bridget’s friends Phillippa, “Finding God in the stories and spaces”. Phillippa has 

developed a ministry of Resilience Training to assist us to shift from ‘just surviving’ to ‘thriving’ in 

the midst of great difficulty and challenge.  This fits with one of my dreams that we might develop a 
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regular group (perhaps monthly) for those people coping with chronic illness of some form or other. 

If that idea interests you please talk to me later. 

In setting up the sub-groups of PC that Barbara spoke about we struggled to come up with a name 

for the group focused on adult education, or nurture or formation. EfM and Bible study groups and 

seminars, workshops etc that Barbara in particular is going to help facilitate. We eventually came 

up with the acronym AGiFT – Adults Growing in Faith Together. I would like to take that idea and 

tease it out a little. Can we envision St Mark’s becoming AGiFT  not only for its members but the 

wider community of this part of Sydney. Using that phrase not in a self congratulatory way but with 

a sense of offering service. A place which becomes known increasingly as a place where the needs 

of the whole person are met. Where matters of life and faith are discussed openly and intelligently, 

where people can find a sense of belonging and support; a place of fun and enjoyment where there 

is an appreciation of and opportunities to enjoy Music and art and Literature. A place which is 

unashamedly Christian, as we seek to show people not only Jesus, but the difference that is made to 

life by living it in conscious relationship with the God Jesus always points us to. Of helping people 

discover the impact (transformative I think is the key word to describe it!) of knowing that God is 

our God and we are God’s people – forgiven, loved, delighted in even and so to live without the 

insecurities and fears that so often hinder us prevent us from being open and able to reach out 

compassionately to others.  Perhaps AGiFT needs to be thought of not as Adults Growing in Faith 

Together but All Growing in Faith Together – where all refers to people of all ages, and stages and 

conditions of life!  

Can I encourage you to look for the things within our parish life which are life giving for you – are 

A Gift for you! To connect with those activities/ groups/ people. If your needs are not being met, 

talk with me or one of the Parish Leaders about what is missing – you can be sure that if it would be 

helpful to you then it will be to some others as well. We’ll explore with you ways of beginning to 

meet that need. As you find things that nourish, challenge, enliven you, share that with others. We 

have a great treasure, have we not – in the Gospel and also in this Community that is St Mark’s? 

Let’s not hide it but help others discover it and share in its and God’s abundant life.  

___________________________ 


