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Bringing Life and Transformation 
 
Last Monday there was an article in the SMH  about a high-level executive at Multiplex who helped 
expose massive losses on the construction group's $1.2 billion Wembley Stadium project in 
London. The article by Leonie Wood identified the whistle-blower as Stewart Cummins, now the 
chief financial officer of the transport and logistics group TNT Australia. The article reported that 
Mr Cummins had indicated he had endured a difficult, stressful and expensive few years after 
sounding the alarm on Multiplex. 

Mr Cummins was quoted as saying he was "just an ordinary person trying to do the right thing". He 
had given ASIC a 220-page witness statement and sought whistleblower protection, yet his legal 
fees had run to at least $80,000.” - one can only guess at what cost in human terms.  

The whole experience, he (had said) had been "quite an ordeal" and it was reported that he felt 
"hung out to dry … by ASIC". 

One has to admire the courage and integrity of Stewart –. Requires a certain selflessness, a 
preparedness to do what is necessary what ever the consequences. A bit like Jesus really. Would 
that there were more like them Stewart and Jesus both. 

Now I make that link in order to highlight some things important about the death and resurrection of 
Jesus. – so central and crucial to our faith as Christians. To do with who killed Jesus and why Jesus 
died and the significance of Jesus death and resurrection (those 2 must always be seen together – we 
should never separate them - for us as Christians one depends on the other – if focus on just one 
then almost certainly one will come up with a distorted understanding.) 

Who killed Jesus and why did he die – One of answers often given by Christians is that Jesus died 
because God wanted him to – part of God’s recue plan for sinful humanity – so in a sense God 
killed Jesus or at least intended for him to die!. Such thinking has lead to the charge that God is a 
divine child abuser – an issue addressed in this month’s Southern Cross. Let me say to you today 
get rid of any such thoughts. God didn’t kill Jesus; the Gospels and other historical accounts make it 
quite clear it was the Roman Imperial authorities ie The state that killed Jesus with the support of 
the religious establishment – those who were most threatened and had the most to lose from Jesus 
and his message of compassion and justice and mercy. 

Why did Jesus die – again the classical Christian answer for past 10 centuries has focused on one 
answer – to save us from our sins. Well yes and no. Not in the sense that there is a penalty for sin 
that must be paid in order to appease God’s wrath or indignation – to satisfy God’s justice. But yes 
in the sense that we (we humans) need saving from ourselves and our propensity for violence which 
is so often shown by our need to find a scapegoat. Someone to blame and to be the butt of our jokes 
and seeming need to have someone to beat up on. 

Jesus died because he lived out to the full his calling to reveal the fullness of God’s compassion and 
justice and mercy and openness to all. (He shows us what a life full of God looks like – and the 
world could not cope with that). His integrity and authenticity and compassion were discomforting 
– they disturbed and upset the status quo – they brought opposition. He died because he didn’t squib 
it when the chips were down – he remained true to himself. He chose to accept the role of the 
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innocent victim – to become the scapegoat and in so doing he irrevocably changed the fabric of the 
world. (symbolised by the tearing of the curtain in the temple from top to bottom as he dies as Mark 
tells us in his Gospel – Mark uses the same word to tear or rent asunder  to speak of the tearing open 
of the heavens  at the baptism of Jesus). It as if Mark is trying to tell us that something dramatic is 
happening in and through this Jesus and his living and his dying - things are not the same! The 
death and resurrection of Jesus change our understanding of God and of ourselves.  The problem 
with the understanding that Jesus death was necessary in order to pay the penalty for sin and so 
satisfy God’s justice is that the death of Jesus doesn’t do anything to change our understanding of 
God. Before God was angry and wrathful and demanding justice and after God is still angry and 
wrathful and demanding.   

But the way Jesus goes to his death coupled with his resurrection shows us that God has nothing to 
do with violence - with the implication, nor should we. Means we have to question and rethink all 
of the violence of God traditions in our sacred scriptures. Means that we now can live as if death is 
not – death is no longer the reality that defines us and the way we live – with the need to preserve 
our life at all costs – we can sit loose to need for self preservation – frees us to be more present to 
and for others – to be true to ourselves.  To do the right thing , whatever that may be – may well be 
different for each one of us, though can be sure that it has to do with integrity, authenticity and 
compassion and that it is almost inevitably costly as both Jesus and Stewart show us. 

There is not much that one must believe in order to be a Christian – One thing is that Jesus is risen 
Paul gets that right. The death and resurrection of Jesus are non negotiable – they are the events that 
changed reality forever.  You will often hear me say that Jesus wasn’t concerned about beliefs and 
doctrine – Jesus was concerned about behaviour and the way in which we live and the way we 
relate to one another. That’s far more important than set of intellectual beliefs and how we might 
attempt to articulate our understanding of God. To a certain extent that doesn’t matter, what does 
matter is how we live and how we relate to each other. That’s what Jesus was constantly on about 
and if people focused on that I think the world would be a much better place.   

It is behaviour that is important. Kind of behaviour that Jesus models for us and which I see in 
Stewart – a costly preparedness to be true to one-self to do the right thing regardless of cost and in 
so doing to find life – Easter life with all that that means in terms of  transformation, hope, love and 
peace. May the death and resurrection of Jesus give you the courage to “do the right thing” 
whatever that may be for you and in so doing help bring life and transformation to others. 
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