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Sermon Notes  St Mark's Anglican Church  

South Hurstville 

St Mark’s Day 

3 May 2009 

Preacher 

Alan Little 

Lay Preacher and Church Warden 
Readings:  Isaiah 62: 6-12; Psalm 89: 1-9; Ephesians 4: 7-16; Mark 16: 9-20 

  

United with gifts to share 
 

Today as we celebrate our Patronal Festival, St Marks Day we will examine today’s gospel reading 

from Mark and some of the other appointed readings; and we will reflect on what the message 

might have for our St Mark’s Community. We will also look briefly at St Mark and his role in the 

early church. 

 

As I searched the internet looking for information on Mark 16:9-20, I was surprised to find so many 

web sites focussing on this particular passage. Evidently these last verses of the chapter don’t 

appear in some early manuscripts and are therefore excluded from some editions of the Bible. There 

appears to be a strong consensus with the findings of theological research that these words are not 

by Mark but have been added later.  

 

It has been suggested that the last pages of Mark’s gospel may have been lost and therefore the 

gospel was left with an abrupt ending and hence the concise summary has been inserted at a later 

date; a brief conclusion that contains the essential events between the resurrection and the ascension 

  

As you will be aware Mark’s gospel was ground breaking for its time. It was the first gospel written 

and the first document to present a summary of the life of Christ (‘the good news”). It was so 

important, and so accepted as an accurate record, that it was used heavily by Matthew and Luke as a 

major source of information in the writing of their respective gospels.  

 

It is generally agreed that Matthew and Luke may have collaborated in writing the conclusion for 

this significant gospel based on extracts from their own works. This might explain why the 

conclusion is so brief but full of important detail. These additional verses have been accepted as a 

conclusion to Mark since 250AD.  

 

I think that Luke was most likely the author of the last verse, v 20..”Then the disciples went out and 

preached every-where, and the Lord worked with them and confirmed his word by the signs that 

accompanied it…” To me it seems like a very appropriate introduction to Acts which was written 

by Luke and which details a coordinated account of the beginnings of the church and the spread of 

the gospel. 

 

The gospels author is John Mark: John being his Jewish name and Mark (or Marcus), being his 

Roman name. He was not one of the 12 apostles but is referred to throughout the New Testament as 

having been very much involved in the major activities of the early church. 

 

It is generally accepted that Mark’s gospel was written between 60 and 65AD  and it has been 

suggested that some of the gospel may have been dictated by the apostle Peter, or at least stimulated 

by him, as Mark was particularly close to Peter, admired his preaching, and recorded for us the 

things taught by Peter … 

 

This may explain why Mark’s gospel focuses on the activities of Jesus rather than his sayings; 



 2 

remembering Mark wasn’t a personal witness.   . 

 

Mark is enjoyable to read because it reveals an earthiness about Jesus; Jesus the man; a man of 

action; he teaches, he heals, he casts out demons, he assembles his 12 disciples; only in Mark is 

Jesus called a carpenter; only in this gospel does Jesus use both fingers and spittle at the same time 

to cure the deaf mute, only Mark mentions Jesus being among the wild beasts in the desert 

presumed to lions, during his pre-ministry.  

 

The lion, the king of wild beasts full of power with dominance over all other creatures. This may be 

why the symbol for Mark is the lion; and perhaps it is Mark symbolised in Revelation 4:7&8. as one 

of the four exalted winged beings that guard the heavenly throne. 

 

Hence our winged lion of St Mark, strong and majestic standing guard over the church. 

 

Mark’s gospel was written in common Greek, the language of the day in Rome where Mark would 

have experienced the formation of the early church, the questions and doubts of the time, and the 

persecution of Christians. Being deeply involved in the early church, Mark would have been well 

aware of the death of Paul and may have even witnessed the crucifixion of Peter. This experience, 

together with the fact that most eye witnesses to events were getting old would have been a great 

stimulus to Mark to write down all he had learnt from Paul and Peter before it became distorted by 

the unreliability of oral tradition. 

 

While Paul was on his second and third missionary journeys, Mark is credited with having spent his 

time establishing the early church in Alexandria, this being the place where Joseph and Mary took 

Jesus as a boy until after the death of Herod. Mark is credited with being the founder of the Coptic 

Orthodox Church while he was serving as the overseer or Bishop of the church in Alexandria. 

 

When Mark returned to Alexandria in about 68AD, the people there are said to have resented his 

efforts to turn them away from the worship of their traditional Egyptian gods and he was martyred 

when they tied him to several horses and dragged him through the streets until he was dead.  St 

Mark’s is the first Saint celebrated after Easter on 25
th
 April. 

 

Enough on Mark, more important is the message in the gospel and readings.    

 

Our gospel reading has been carefully chosen. It fits very neatly with where we are in the church 

calendar, as we move away from Easter and toward the Ascension and Pentecost. These 11 verses 

are a compact summary of the major events that occurred between the resurrection and Christ’s 

ascension.   There are important truths in the message to which we can all relate.  

A perceptive observation of Mark’s gospel is preserved in these verses: 

 

• v10 Mary told the disciples she had seen Christ… 

• v11…... when the disciples heard they didn’t believe her…… 

• v12.… Jesus appeared to two on the road ….  

• v13..… when they finally realised who he was they rushed back to tell the others… 

• …….. the disciples didn’t believe them either 

• v14…. Jesus rebuked the disciples  for their lack of faith and stubborn refusal to believe 

 

For almost the entire gospel, Mark treats the disciples as dim-witted and cowardly. After Jesus 

feeds the five thousand and walks on water, Mark says that the disciples still do not understand. 

Likewise, they abandon Jesus like thieves in the night when he is arrested in Gethsemane. 

Interestingly Matthew and Luke have carefully preserved Mark’s image of the doubting disciples; 

they have preserved this human element.  
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Like us, the disciples have their strengths and weaknesses. They responded to Jesus’ initial call and 

are sent out – they even do the things Jesus does (6:7 ff.). They are privileged to receive Jesus’ 

private instruction about the approaching kingdom of God. However, as their journey progresses 

with Jesus, the disciples understand less and less, especially when he predicts his passion and death.  

In Mark, it is the outsiders, strangers and outcasts, who comprehend--- the disciples miss the point 

entirely; they were sluggish, dim, slow to understand, they were disappointed that Christ wasn’t the 

Messiah they were expecting. They wanted relief from the oppression of Rome; they didn’t 

understand the message, they even doubted the resurrection. 

 

The disciples aren’t heroes; they are more like us— well intentioned, but sometimes misguided, 

pre-occupied with self interest and often just plain stubborn men and women. Like them, one 

moment we can be pro-actively switched on and the next dense, vague, distracted or lacking 

comprehension of what is really happening.  

If Jesus’ own followers, who were "up close and personal," missed his message and misunderstood 

him, then we might ask what chance do we have?   

The message Mark is giving us is that the disciples do not get the full picture until after Jesus’ death 

and resurrection. It is as if …they were blind but now they see….                 

The disciples had to wait until after the resurrection in order to understand who Jesus is and only 

then were they able to carry out his mission. In the end of today’s gospel passage we see them going 

forth charged by the gift of God’s grace delivered after the resurrection.  

And that is where we are today –we are all Christ’s disciples – we too have our doubts and 

questions – regardless, we too have been renewed by the resurrection, God’s grace has been given 

to us and we as his disciples are commissioned to show God’s love to the world. 

For us too, it is not enough to read about Jesus or to study his teachings, or just to know about him. 

We are to believe him, trust in him and accept Him for what he is ... for it is only when we truly 

believe in Christ and the gift of the resurrection, that we are motivated to tell others …”.to go into 

all the world and preach the good news …” 

 

All of the appointed readings for today contribute to, strengthen and expand on Mark’s message:  

 

Isaiah 62 reflects the commission of Christ recorded in Mark…tells us to …. go out into the 

highways… prepare the road….remove the rocks, the lumps and bumps that hinder 

progress…… raise the flag for all to see…proclaim the Lord to the end of the earth.   

 

Psalm 89 prophetically alludes to the ascension …the heavens praise your wonders…who in 

the skies can compare with the Lord …God promises to make David the mightiest king on 

earth … his descendents will sit on the throne forever … and, as in the last verses of Mark 

… sitting at the right hand of God. 

 

The reading from Ephesians 4 becomes particularly powerful when we align it with Marks 

words. There is good advice to us as sometimes doubting disciples, as we consider how we 

can best respond to the commission …to go into the world and preach the good news…or 

more simply to go out into our community and show God’s love to our neighbours….. 

 

Ephesians clearly tells us in v7 to each one of us grace has been given … we are reminded that each 

one of us has been given a gift from God that can contribute… 

v11 he gave various gifts … and why? 

v12…. to prepare us for works of service so the body of Christ may be built up…… 
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Ephesians makes it clear to us, that growth and the building up of the church is something we are 

expected to do together … the growth here is not only our individual growth in our personal 

relationship with God … it is also the growth in the body of the church… 

 

….it is a guide to us here at St Marks of how we might approach the growth of St Mark’s in this 

community ... our parish growth, our greater acceptance within the community will occur when we 

are all united in love, when we have a combined objective … and when each one of us is using our 

spiritual gifts … the grace we have been given.  

 

This point is repeated more forcefully in v16: . .”the whole body, joined and held together by every 

supporting ligament, grows and builds itself up in love, as each part does its work.” ..  

 

It comes together when all play their part; when we use our spiritual gifts. We can’t continue to sit 

idly by as spectators and watch others we need to graduate to become the players. 

 

As we discussed in our ecumenical studies during Lent, we all have spiritual gifts, not all are 

preachers or teachers, some provide hospitality, some sew and knit, some are good listeners, some 

encourage, some take others shopping, it is simply the way we best express God’s love to others. In 

most cases it is things we are already best at, the things we like doing the most, the things we are 

comfortable doing…  

 

And to “..go into all the world…” doesn’t mean we need to go home, pack a bag and get on the first 

plane to somewhere distant. We contribute globally through prayer, through missionary giving, we 

can contribute from our homes through the telephone and internet; our own parish website has a 

global outreach. 

 

Our passing on of the good news starts internally by simply acknowledging God in our every-day 

life;  being responsive to God’s love within our family, our friends, and at work; being sensitive to 

the needs of others, demanding justice, looking for Christ’s presence in every person; simply by 

being willing to serve where there is a need. 

 

Our Lenten group constantly reminded us that our relationship with God is a very personal 

relationship, we can talk to him whenever and wherever we want, through prayer and bible reading. 

Just as you build up any personal relationship by spending time together sharing and talking, so it is 

with God and like all relationships, the more you put into it the more you get out if it. 

 

Being created in God’s image, means a part of God dwells deep within each of us, and we need to 

connect with that internal dwelling and allow God to help us become the people he wants us to be. 

We might think we need to be like someone else to be acceptable, but God wants us to be ourselves. 

Our personal relationship with God is unique, and within that individuality we become more aware 

our spiritual gifts; those individual gifts that provide opportunities for us to share the good news 

with others in our own unique way. 

 

For when we acknowledge God in this way, we as individuals, and as a parish community become 

united with God’s love and we become better equipped to provide meaningful service to one 

another and to the broader community … we become more comfortable and confident  ... better able 

… to share the good news ...’  

 

Just as the disciples with all their doubts, and even being chastised by Christ, were granted the gifts 

to enable them to build the early church, so we here at St Marks, a community which is full of 

amazing, gifted, talented and creative people, can use those gifts in combination with each other. 
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For, as Paul reminds from Ephesians, it is when we are united that we become successful. 

  

This is a core principle of our Natural Church Development program and why we are so intent in 

building our loving relationships, enhancing our passionate spirituality, expanding our small groups 

... to be better equipped and increasingly confident to reach out into the wider community.  

 

Can I conclude by recommending that if you want a good read, on a subject you can already relate, 

to re-read the whole of Mark’s gospel. To confirm what you know and strengthen your belief. And 

as you take in Marks story and the journey of the early church don’t forget that he is also writing to 

you in your own personal journey and to get the full personal benefit, don’t forget to read between 

the lines. 

As you read Mark you will be nourished along the way, he will speak to you on how complicated 

and mysterious life often is and you will be challenged. He gives us no quick exits from 

responsibility, self sacrifice and suffering. But, who knows, by the end you may be so challenged 

that you will want to acknowledge your talents and find your own special place in this world in 

which to serve. 

________________________________ 


