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God is love – Anna’s wisdom 
 

Love is at the centre of our readings today as it should be on Mothers Day! – God’s love for us and 

ours for God. Indeed the central and confident assertion of the Gospel message is that God loves us 

for God is love as St John reminds us in his 1
st
 letter not just once but twice!  

 

In my experience there are many people whose experience of life and the world makes them want to 

seriously question such an assertion. The suffering which they have experienced and· which they 

see others experiencing - sometimes as a result of humanity's inhumanity to others - sometimes as a 

result of sickness and natural disaster  or accident- and the seeming unfairness and injustice of it all 

- all too often it seems the innocent, the weak, the powerless seem to bear the brunt of it all, causes 

them to question the goodness of God - if not God's very existence! - saying there can be no God, 

because if there was, surely God would do something to prevent such tragedy and suffering - or to 

question the nature of God and say "If God permits such things as part of God's mysterious divine 

plan then I want no part with God". At best God seems indifferent and unfeeling and at worst a 

tyrant inflicting suffering in order to bring about some unperceived but greater good. 

 

In fact you might agree with that enchanting child Anna, who quite early in her relationship with 

Fynn, the author of her story, has this to say: "Fynn, Mr God doesn't love us." She hesitated. "He 

doesn't really you know. Only people can love. I love Bossy (the cat) but Bossy don't love me. I love 

the pollywogs but they don't love me. 1 love you Fynn, you love me don't you?" 1 tighten my arm 

about her. "You love me because you are people. 1 love Mr God truly, but He don't love me." And 

Fynn writes, “ It sounded like a death knell!. "Damn and blast" I thought. ""Why does this have to 

happen to people, now she's lost everything".  (p. 41 of Mr God this is Anna) 

 

 As indeed have those who for whatever reason, have given up on God. For the more of life I 

experience, the longer life goes on, the more I discover that life only makes sense with God as part 

of it. That it is only in relationship with God in Christ - and him crucified and risen - that I am able 

to be more fully myself and to life fully, freely-and authentically. And begin to make sense of the 

tragedies of life which are just as much tragedies for God as for us - let there be no doubt about that. 

They are not part of God’s plan, or punishment for individual sinfulness. 

 

-  Bp John V Taylor in his book "The Christ Like God" opens up what the reconciling love of God 

is all about. It is God being sensitive to and aware of the cost of the fact that it is creative love 

which has brought the world into being. A cost which is inevitable if it is truly love which is at 

work as the source and sustaining power of all that is. For there is a precariousness and vulnerability 

about love. For whilst love may seek to encourage, guide -  persuade even, love does not seek to 

coerce and control, but rather love lets be and lets go. This as those of us who are parents know all 

too well, involves risk and almost inevitably pain, and it entails waiting. - waiting for the hoped or, 

longed for response of love to love, which can never be forced but only freely given. Taylor, in the 

Christ Like God says: “God alone, presumably knows how many there have been in  the history of 

human kind, who having worshipped and trusted God (and some who have not) have at some time 

been so appalled at the suffering, usually of others, and at God's non intervention as to become 

bitterly alienated from the creator of such a world. The declaration that God does care· like the 
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declaration, God forgives, calls for some demonstration either of divine, rescue or of divine fellow 

suffering" Bp Taylor continues: " I believe that it was something of that kind that was being 

demonstrated by our creator through the human faith of the dying Jesus. God does know more 

intimately, than any, the price his creatures have been paying for his huge adventure of making this 

universe of accident and freedom and pain as the only environment in which love could one day 

emerge and receive and delight in and respond to his joyous love. God still believes the outcome 

will outweigh the immense waste and agony, not least the agony of his seeming indifference and 

inaction. So knowing we cannot understand, cannot forgive what he is doing, God has come 

amongst us as a fellow being and a fellow sufferer to make amends and win back trust. Through his 

own abandonment and death that given self of our creator, the crucified Christ, calls us to share his 

hope as he shares our pain. To believe in his staggering, costly venture.” (p.204,5) 

 

 I don't know about you, but I find that to be immensely helpful and liberating and productive of 

hope. It re-inforces the message of the incarnation that God is not the one who is totally other – 

somewhat removed from and disinterested in what happens in the lives of men and women – but 

that rather God is with us and for us loving us with a love that is without limit and beyond measure. 

The millions of times bigger love of which Anna speaks for in fact, Anna hadn’t lost everything. 

Fynn, in that wonderful book "Mr God this is Anna" goes on: “But I was wrong - she had got both 

feet planted firmly on the next stepping stone. "No", she went on. "No He don't love me - not like 

you do. It's different - it's millions of times bigger". 

 

This difference the million of times bigger is what the Christ event, the gospel is all about. Its tied 

up with what Jesus says in that Gospel passage we have just heard with its talk about Vine and 

branches and dwelling or abiding in him and he in us. Which speaks of closeness, connection, 

intimacy. A oneness which comes from sharing the same essence, the same life.   Perhaps we will 

give Anna the last word on this subject of God and love; 

 

“You see Fynn, people can only love outside and can only kiss outside, but Mr God can love you 

right inside and Mr God can kiss you right inside, so its different. Mr God ain’t like us, but we are a 

little bit like Mr God – but not much yet.” 

 

Delightful thought is it not being loved, kissed right inside!!  (If you haven’t fully comprehended, 

not just intellectually but at the core of your being that God loves you and that nothing can separate 

you from God and that love then you haven’t understood the Gospel.) 

 

May we grow more into the likeness of God who is love as we experience the transforming 

reconciliation Jesus brings us. 

 

____________________________- 
 

 

Quotes from Mr God this is Anna by Fynn; Collins Press – Fount Paperbacks 1974 

The Christ-Like God by John V Taylor; SCM Press 1992 


