
 1 

Sermon Notes  St Mark's Anglican Church  

South Hurstville 

Celebration of Volunteers 

21 June 2009 

Preacher 

The Reverend Chris Albany 

Rector 
Reading: John 13. 2-9, 12-17, 33-35 

 

Thanksgiving for Volunteers 
 

I want to tell you about one of my favourite people, Ida from whom I learnt a most important 

lesson. Ida was a member of a parish that I was Rector of in Perth some 25 years ago. She was well 

into her 80’s and had some physical ailments which affected her mobility and also meant she had 

had to give up driving. Despite this Ida managed to maintain an active life and nearly always was 

present at any Church events and activities both mid-week and Sundays. She seemed to have no 

problem in ringing others who she thought might be attending a particular event and asking them to 

provide transport, even though she knew she could never reciprocate. One day I talked with her 

about this, saying that so often the inability to do anything in return seemed to inhibit people from 

asking for such help. She told me that she had once been like that until a friend had said to her after 

she had missed a particular event for lack of transport, “Ida why don’t you let me know when you 

want to go somewhere, I am always happy to take you when I can – in fact I get a lot of pleasure 

from knowing I am helping.”  Ida said that made her realise that in asking others for help she was at 

the same time giving them something – the opportunity to care – and that she needed to trust that 

friends would say no if they really couldn’t help out.  

 

Ida had learnt as Peter in the Gospel treading we have just heard needed to that it is important that 

we allow others to do things for us. It is part of the mutuality that allows real community to be built. 

 

Last year at the Volunteer Celebration Service I said that volunteering helps people to live out what 

it means to be a fully human person made in the image of God – the God who Jesus reveals to us as 

the God who is limitless, all embracing unconditional love. But also the God who reveals Godself 

as a community of persons – Father, Son and Spirit – 3 and yet one! 

 

We live in a society where a lack of community is often decried – community is made by 

relationships and a sense of mutuality and support and care.  Of being in it together. That’s where 

volunteers are so important – in some way I see volunteers as the glue that helps to hold a 

community together – but as my opening story illustrates we volunteers also need to learn to allow 

others to do things for us as and when it is appropriate and not get caught up in wondering whether 

we can pay back the favour. 

 

Christians believe that we are called to create the Kingdom of God here on earth – ie  a society in 

which there is love/compassion/care. We can do that intentionally but also unawares as it were. 

Remember Jesus tells story about people being praised for feeding him when he was hungry, 

visiting him when  sick etc and when they ask when did we do such things Jesus says in as much as 

we do that for another person we do it for Him. Some of you may already do what you do as 

volunteers as an expression of your faith. For those of you for whom that is not necessarily the case 

be open to knowing that you are friends of God – for in John’s Gospel Jesus calls friends those who 

do what he commands. And what is his command? That we love one another! 

 

As we celebrate and give thanks to God today for all you and others do as Volunteers may you 

increasingly discover the secret that Christians know, though it is not meant to be a secret, that life 
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lived in relationship with God has a qualitative difference to it – the difference that comes from 

knowing God as friend and companion along life’s journey. 

 

____________________________________ 


