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Sermon Notes  St Mark's Anglican Church  
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Pentecost 4 

28 June 2009 

Preacher 

The Reverend Chris Albany 

Rector 

Readings:  Lamentations3. 22-33;  Psalm 30;  2 Corinthians 8. 7-15;  Mark 5. 21-43 

 

Sharing the Good News of the Gospel 
 

The warden of my University Residential College Josh Reynolds was a remarkable person (late 

night parties when becoming a little rowdy Josh would appear accept a drink and start engaging in 

conversation – stay until people had drifted off – wonderful non-confrontational way of 

discouraging irresponsible behaviour). He was remarkable, not least because he had the uncanny 

knack of always having time to stop and talk with you, remembering details about your family or 

previous conversation and giving the impression that right now you were the most important person 

in the world for him. This from a person responsible for running a college of almost 200 students as 

well as lecturing in History at the university. His ability to be fully present to all and sundry meant 

his influence on generations of students was profound.  David Leary the Director of the Come In 

Youth Resource Centre in Paddington which provides service and support for young people in the 

inner city in talking about the research for his Ph.D. on “The development of resilience in young 

males involved in street prostitution and the sex industry.” says that perhaps the most significant 

factor in the development of resilience was the existence of significant relationships at sometime in 

the life of the young people. Someone who at sometime had cared about them and believed in them. 

Someone who had been there for them, treating them as significant, as though they matter. Having 

at least one such person is a key to their survival and coping mechanisms – their resilience. A 

person like Josh my Uni College head. 

 

I guess what David is saying makes sense, doesn’t it? Just think of the difference it makes when we 

know we have the support of one another. When there exists at least one relationship in which we 

are affirmed and made to feel that we matter are of significance. Does that not give us energy and 

strength? It is supportive of our sense of self-worth and so builds self-esteem. Integral to our being 

resilient, coping and contributing members of society. It in fact is one of the reasons for the success 

of 12 step programs such as AA – for a central element of such groups is the linking of a new 

member to a mentor whose role is to be there for the other person as they seek to address their 

addiction and be restored to wholeness. 

 

Which brings me to today’s Gospel passage and the transformation brought about in the life of the 

nameless woman who interrupts Jesus on the way to heal Jairus’ daughter. The transformation is 

brought about in the woman’s life by the fully present Jesus.  

 

It is helpful to understand the cultural context of this incident. As I have often said before we can 

often miss so much because we live in a completely different cultural setting and so may not be 

aware of all that is going on between the lines, as it were, of the scriptural record. So let me share 

with you part of Chad Myers commentary on this incident from his Commentary on Mark’s Gospel, 

“Binding the Strong Man.  

Mark portrays the two main characters in this episode as archetypical opposites in terms of 

economic status and honor. On the one hand, the synagogue ruler, Jairus (one of the rare 

named characters in Mark's story), makes an assertive approach to Jesus, as befits male 

social equals. This man was both "head" of his famiIy (thus appealing on behalf of his 

daughter) and "head" of his social group (leader of the synagogue, archisunagogoon). The man 
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falls down at Jesus' feet, a proper granting of honor prior to asking a favor.  
On the other hand, the woman who reaches out from the cover of the crowd, in an ashamed 
and covert attempt to gain healing, is anonymous. When Jesus tries to seek her out, the 
disciples discourage him: "You see how the crowd is pressing around you and yet you say, 
'Who touched me?' "(5:31).  
The woman has no name, she belongs to the crowds - she is status less, with no one to defend 
her (as Jairus defends his daughter). Mark spares no hyperbole for her destitution in four 
successive clauses:  
1.having been with a flow of blood for twelve years,  
2.having suffered much under the care of many physicians,  
3.having spent all her means,  
4. and having not benefited but instead grown worse (5:25f.).  
 
This woman is doubly poor, doubly outcast. As a result of her physical condition of 
unarrestable hemorrhaging, she should-according to the Levitical purity code-be perpetually 
segregated. And she was a victim of exploitation as well…Mark's parenthetical comment is 
sharp and even cynical: not only did she suffer greatly under various. physicians , but she 
"spent all she had and benefited nothing" (meden opheletheisa; see 7: 11; 8:36). In contrast, the 
true physician (2: 17) will cure this woman without charge.  Page 200,201.  

 

For me there are 2 aspects of this story which are of major significance. 

  1. Jesus self-awareness which leads to him being fully present to and for this woman, and linked to 

that   

  2. His being prepared to be interrupted. 

 

To take the second first: 

The woman’s touch is an interruption to Jesus as he is on his way to fulfill an important task. It is 

easy when interrupted, especially when busy, to be irritable; to give the interrupting person short 

shrift; to put them off; tell them to go away....... “Don’t bother me now – can’t you see I’m busy!” 

As parents we often respond to our children’s interruptions on such a way. 

Not so Jesus. He pauses, even to the detriment of the task in hand – he is delayed and the news 

comes that Jairus’ daughter has died!  But I digress.......Jesus gives this audacious woman his full 

attention. 

 

And secondly, my other point; Jesus self-awareness is striking. He is fully present to and aware that 

something significant is happening to one in the crowd jostling him. So he says, “Who touched 

me?”, and the disciples laugh at him; “What do you mean, who touched you – everyone is touching 

you.” But Jesus is aware that one touch is purposeful, and, just as the woman feels a change in her, 

(she is healed), so to he knows he has been “touched”. Mark’s way of saying this is, “Power had 

gone out of him.” 

 

And so he addresses her and brings her action and its consequence into full view. About this Myers 

says,  

“as in the story of the cleansing of the leper (1 :40-45), the purity code is very much at issue. 

Jesus again both violates and reverses the contagion by his "touching" (haptomai, four times 

in 5:27-31). The woman who was permanently outcast is restored to social as well as physical 

wholeness.”  P.201 

 

Not only is the woman healed physically but socially – she is restored to her place in the 

community. 

The challenge for you and I is to have the same openness to God and others, to be available and 

fully present to those who interrupt our lives. Be they close to us or strangers. Are we able to be 

fully present, treating the other as being significant, of value and worth. 
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It seems to me that this has much to say to us about the attitude we need to cultivate as take up the 

Connect09 challenge and seek to reach out to our community with our NCD Need oriented 

approach to sharing the Good News of the Gospel and so helping people discover the transforming 

nature of life lived in intentional relationship with God in Christ. Being fully present to the other – 

even when, perhaps especially when they come as an interruption is what is important. David’s 

research with street kids and this Gospel incident both suggest that as we are able to do that we will 

contribute to building of resilience; of self-respect and self-esteem. In other words we will 

contribute to healing – to the well-being and wholeness of the other in the community- which is 

what the kingdom of God is all about. Good News indeed! 

 

___________________________________ 


