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Sermon Notes  St Mark's Anglican Church  

South Hurstville 

Pentecost 10 

9 August 2009 

Preacher 

The Reverend Chris Albany 

Rector 
Readings: 1 Kings 19.4-8,; Psalm 34.1-8; Ephesians4. 25-5.2; John 6. 35, 41-51 

 

63rd Anniversary of Bombing of Hiroshima / Nagasaki 
 

The first line of that Hymn by Dietrich Bonhoeffer “All go to God when they are sorely placed” 

(TIS 240) reminds me of a joke I was sent by email this week which goes something like this: 

An atheist was walking through the woods. As he was walking alongside the river, he heard a 

rustling in the bushes behind him. He turned to look. He saw a 7-foot grizzly bear charge towards 

him He ran as fast as he could up the path. He looked over his shoulder & saw that the bear was 

closing in on him. He looked over his shoulder again, & the bear was even closer. He tripped & fell 

on the ground. He rolled over to pick himself up but saw that the bear was right on top of him, 

reaching for him with his left paw & raising his right paw to strike him At that instant the Atheist 

cried out. 'Oh my God!' Time Stopped. The bear froze. The forest was silent. As a bright light shone 

upon the man, a voice came out of the sky. "You deny my existence for all these years, teach others 

I don't exist and even credit creation to cosmic accident." "Do you expect me to help you out of this 

predicament? Am I to count you as a believer?" The atheist looked directly into the light, "It would 

be hypocritical of me to suddenly ask you to treat me as a Christian now, but perhaps you could 

make the BEAR a Christian" 'Very well,' said the voice. The light went out. The sounds of the 

forest resumed. And the bear dropped his right paw, brought both paws together, bowed his head & 

spoke: “For what we are about to receive may I be truly thankful! 

But that is by way of an aside – we need to turn from the humour and implied violence of the joke – 

to focus on actual violence – the violence associated with our O.T reading and the non-violence of 

the Gospel. Timely to do so because of the events that happened 64 years ago today and last 

Thursday – the dropping of the bombs on Nagasaki and Hiroshima. (with acknowledgement to 

insights provided by Claude Mostowik’s Sunday Resources for this week) 

Elijah, as we heard proclaimed in the first reading, was on the run for having brought death and 

destruction on his enemies. Setting the reading in context, Elijah has just had his little competition 

with the prophets of Baal and having won has had those prophets all 850 of them slaughtered and 

Queen Jezebel is not amused. So now Elijah is in deep trouble. Elijah’s experience was a teachable 

moment. Unfortunately, many of Jesus’ disciples have yet to learn the lessons of peacemaking, of 

nonviolence, of listening to the other and putting ourselves in their ‘space’. 

 

The story as told in 1 Kings goes on to tell us that Elijah encountered God on Mount Horeb not in 

the earthquake, wind or fire, but in the sound of sheer silence, traditionally rendered ‘the still small 

voice.’ How this contrasts with the violence with which Elijah dealt with the prophets of Baal? He 

is presented as discouraged and probably suffering burnout. Through all that happens Elijah's 

perspective was strongly challenged.  

He thought he was doing God’s work [the execution of some 850 of his opponents! and now is 

running for his life but God intervenes in his life as God has a habit of doing if only we have the 

nous to recognise it. God comes with love and sustenance and showing us new ways of responding. 

As the Israelites learned much about God through their hardships, Elijah also learns that God is not 

as he thought. God is gracious and forgiving. This God is not a God of violence and he must 

continue to learn of God’s nonviolent ways – God is not found in the violent or fierce wind or the 

earthquake of the fire, but in a voice that emerges out of silence. The story ultimately points us to 

the ways in which God can tame the fierceness in us, when, like Elijah, our passion for justice can 
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find us in bloody battles with opponents. For example the focus on ‘my country first’ causes us to 

lack concern for what we do against other peoples – whether in trade or war.  

 

If we need a reminder of the need to find non-violent ways of responding to the evil that 

undoubtedly exists in the world we only have to remember the events that happened 64 years ago 

last Thursday  and today  – the dropping of nuclear bombs on Hiroshima and Nagasaki. More than 

270,000 people died as a result. Those bombs are now considered along with all weapons of mass 

destruction as a crime against humanity. Just as was, I would suggest Elijah’s slaying of the 

prophets of Baal. 

 

We are people who claim we have faith in Jesus? If that is the case we need to ask how does our 

faith affect our daily lives? Are we different people because we seek to follow Jesus? Do we pass 

on the manna and bread of life that reveal God to us in Jesus to others?  

This week, then is a good week to renounce all forms of violence, and take up the life that Jesus 

models for us: the life of forgiveness, goodness, trust and service. It is the life of peace, right 

relationship that comes about through nonviolence and dialogue. God has ‘drawn’ us to Jesus in 

faith – a faith that will sustain us. We are called to live his life in the world today. How will we live 

that life?  

 

The letter to Ephesians reminds us that people of faith have a unique calling: to be truth-tellers. In 

the context of the commemorations this week it is about putting away the falsehood that war and 

violence are solutions to conflict; it is putting away the falsehood that we are better than anyone 

else; it is putting away the falsehood that our wealth and prosperity has nothing to do with hunger 

and poverty in other parts of the world; it is putting away the falsehood that our carbon emissions 

have nothing to do with effects on people in the Pacific. What does it mean, as Ephesians 

encourages us to do, to give ourselves as a sacrifice to God? It means to spend ourselves – our time, 

energy, resources and influence on behalf to hose who are poor, hungry, seeking dignity and 

respect. Our faith is not just for ourselves but to be lived and shared by word and action.  

 

The Christian life asks a lot from us but before we can do anything, today’s Gospel reminds us that 

God has the key role to play. It is he who calls us into relationship and makes that relationship 

possible – we just need to respond. Faith in Jesus is beyond assent to dogma or doctrines. It is not 

merely an intellectual exercise. It is personal relationship based on a personal conviction that 

through him God shares our life, reveals an immense love for us, and will not let go of us or let us 

down. There is no guarantee that it will be an easy road, but we are assured of God’s presence – a 

presence that gives strength and courage to do what we must do as Christians in the world. A 

presence that sustains us – Jesus uses the metaphor of bread – the basis staple food that provides 

physical sustenance. Jesus as the bread of life provides us with what we need – courage, strength, 

wisdom, compassion … 

 

Bread is meant to be broken and shared. The word ‘companion’ [cum panis] from the Latin, 

suggests ‘the one with whom we share bread.’ How can we ‘companion’ our sisters and brothers, 

i.e. how can we break and share our bread with them? What specific ‘bread’ do they need? Is it the 

bread of compassion, understanding, encouragement, listening, etc? Is it the physical bread of food, 

medicine, education, housing, job, protection or security? Is it the bread that challenges them to 

open their eyes to really see their sisters and brothers? If food is important as a sign of God’s 

goodness, then ensuring that ‘hungry’ people are fed is central to our witness for justice. This is 

what has the potential to turn the world upside down and make for peace, and the psalm brings to 

mind the Song of Mary [Magnificat] where God is praised for raising up the lowly and bringing 

down the powerful. A revolution indeed! 
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In this week of commemoration of Hiroshima and Nagasaki we need to find ways of bringing about 

that revolution non-violently. I finish with a Poem written by Phil Porter for the 60th Anniversary 

of the atomic bombing of Hiroshima and Nagasaki, Japan 

 

Hiroshima Plus 60 

and the day was still 

still and not yet 

clouds passed across the sky 

until the overwhelming cloud 

blotted the sun and the trees 

and life 

the tears would not stop 

the breath caught in midflight 

sons lost in midsentence 

daughters' distress like nails flung skyward 

nowhere to land without harm 

but the dust and bones and the earth 

become one again 

scars knit by roots and vines 

and the leaves regained their memory 

and the story of no more breath 

no more beauty 

was told again and again 

suffering 

death 

new life 

remember and remember and remember 

placing our fingers on the wound 

to know 

 

by Phil Porter - written for the Sunday morning worship service at First Congregational Church of 

Berkeley, United Church of Christ, August 6, 2005, in commemoration of the 60th 

anniversary of the atomic bombing of Hiroshima and Nagasaki, Japan. 

 


