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Sermon Notes  St Mark's Anglican Church 
South Hurstville 

Pentecost 24 
19 November 2006 

Preacher 
The Reverend Chris Albany 

Rector 
Readings:  Daniel 12.1-3;  Psalm 16;  Hebrews 10.11-14,19-25;  Mark 13.1-11 
 

Wars and rumours of wars 
 
That Gospel reading with its talk of wars and rumours of wars has always been seen as a passage 
about the end times and the return of Jesus. It could well be talking about any time in human 
history; it could be now given all that is happening in our world including close to home the unrest 
in Tonga this week and the violent demonstrations overnight in Melbourne as the G20 summit 
meets there. People have always wanted to know when the end might be. The one thing the Gospels 
are clear about is that’s the wrong question – it’s not given us to know; we just need to get on with 
living the gospel. 
 
It’s a difficult set of readings we have today and after the Monday night Study group discussed 
them, “helping Chris to write his sermon” according to Rob Nelson, there was the general 
consensus that we’d not got very far. As one wag put it, “we haven’t been of much use to Chris this 
week!” 
 
So as I’ve wrestled with what to make of it all, and what to say today I’ve decided to share with you 
what at first may seem some disjointed comments but which in my mind fit together, so I hope it 
make’s sense to you too. 
 
First from an e-mail that a friend sent to me this week headed “the things children say!”. It was a 
series of children’s letters to God. Here are 2 of them – a bit of humour is always a good thing. 
 

Dear God 
I bet it is very hard for you to love all of everybody in the whole world. There are only 4 
people in our family and I can never do it. 
Nan 
 
Dear God,  
Maybe Cain and Abel would not kill so much if they each had their own room. It works with 
my brother. 
Larry 

 
Now I think Larry is actually saying something quite perceptive – just hold his thought in your 
mind as we continue. 
 
This week we have seen riots in Tonga, and I for one was disappointed by one of the first reported 
responses by John Howard – he talked up the value of the Government’s extra defence spending – 
saying that would be seen to have been wise as Pacific nations likely to be source of increasing 
tension of next 10 to 15 years. Important for our security to have strong defence capability. As I 
thought about that it seemed a bit like if there was a cliff where there was danger of falling saying 
we’ll station an Ambulance at bottom to provide assistance for casualties – rather than putting in 
preventative measures at top to stop casualties occurring.  
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In Tonga some of the issues are lack of equity, high youth unemployment, lack of say in nation’s 
affairs. Need for leadership to address issues at heart of unrest. Increase in level of foreign aid, 
might be more appropriate than extra money on defence.   
This week there has been a call from U2 lead singer Bono for Australia to increase level to 0.7% of 
GDP – one of the issues being addressed at the G20 summit. One has to despair at the violence of 
the protests there yesterday.  
 
Common thread through this is the link between justice and violence. Jim Wallis has something to 
say about this in his recent book “God’s Politics” which I am currently reading. Commenting on 
America’s and the West’s resort to military power and use of force he says: 
 
Those who now lead this nation believe, I think sincerely, that peace comes only through 
unquestioned military superiority and that security depends primarily, and almost exclusively, on 
utterly dominant military and economic power … 
 
When political leaders speak and act this way, the issues at stake are more than just political. When 
you say peace depends solely on unquestioned military pre-eminence, you're contradicting the 
biblical prophets. The prophets do not agree.  
 
Micah, in particular, has another view. He has another vision. Micah is making a contradictory 
moral assertion: "He shall judge between many peoples, and shall arbitrate between strong nations 
far away; they shall beat their swords into ploughshares, and their spears into pruning hooks; 
nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war anymore; but they shall 
all sit under their own vines and under their own fig trees, and no one shall make them afraid." 
Micah is saying, you simply cannot and will not beat "swords into ploughshares" (remove the 
threats of war) until people can "sit under their own vines and fig trees" (have some share in global 
security). Only then will you remove the fear that leads inextricably to conflict and violence. 
Military solutions are insufficient to bring peace and security, claims the prophet. In fact, Micah's 
moral assertion directly counters the claims of political leaders who say that peace and security 
can be found only in military supremacy.  
 
Several millennia later, Pope Paul VI paraphrased Micah when he said, "If you want peace, work 
for justice." The prophet's insight is that the possibilities for peace, for avoiding war, depend upon 
everyone having enough for their own security-having a little vine and fig tree. The wisdom of 
Micah is both prophetic and practical for a time like this. If the tremendous gaps on our planet 
could be levelled out just a little, nobody would have to be so afraid. Micah understood it was the 
great imbalances and ambitions that lead to war. Anglican Archbishop Rowan Williams says it 
well, "There is no security apart from common security." The Israelis will never be secure until the 
Palestinians feel secure; the developed world will never be secure until the developing world also 
achieves some economic security; America will never be secure until the injustice and despair that 
fuel the murderous agendas of terrorists have finally been addressed. This isn't just a political idea, 
it's a principle rooted in the prophets: There is no security apart from collective security-no 
national security apart from more common global security.1
 
God has nothing to do with violence – compare the Gospel passage. Mark is using Jesus words 
about the end times to discourage those in early Christian community who might have been tempted 
to join the armed resistance movement against the Romans – especially if they thought it was Jesus 
returning – Mark is preparing his readers for what is to follow in Jesus’ self giving of himself in the 
way of passive non-violence – his is not a way of revolutionary triumphalism, won by use of force 
and power but of suffering and tribulation. His vengeance is to forgive to use the striking words of 
Tomas Borge I quoted in the weekly newsletter last week– his is a politics of non violence – based 
on doing of justice. 
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Mark Raper the head of the Jesuits in Australia at launch of a new website Faith doing justice said 
politicians talk of need to preserve and defend for ourselves the bountiful heritage and resources we 
are gifted with in this country but fail to appreciate that they are not given to us to use selfishly but 
for common good of the whole human family. 
 
So you see the wisdom in Larry’s letter to God – the link to the principle in Micah about each 
needing their own vine and fig tree.  
 
Do we live in end times? Who knows? It’s the wrong question and wrong focus. – How are we to 
live? Is a better question – part of the answer Jesus gives in the next part of Mark 13 is to be 
prepared.  How?  By constantly being on about God’s politics. Doing Justice loving mercy and 
walking humbly with our God. Our future and future of the world for our children and grand 
children depend on it. 
 
 

 
1 Jim Wallis, God’s Politics, Lion Books 2005, p190,1 


