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Stewardship 
Today I am going to talk about one of the subjects that is considered not polite to discuss. No not 
politics or sex or even religion for that matter but money. A very important but sensitive issue, 
which is not always easy to talk about and can often cause emotions to run high as is evidenced by 
the immense stress involved and difficulty in coming to agreement on the division of assets when 
marriages founder.  The scriptures recognise the sensitivity of this issue with statements such as 
“the love of money is the root of all evil” 1 Timothy 6.10 and from Jesus “You cannot serve both 
God and money” Matthew 6.24 and again “where your treasure is there your heart will be also” 
Luke 12.34 

It has been helpfully said that “Money will buy a bed but not sleep; books but not brains; food but 
not appetite; a companion but not a friend; finery but not beauty; a house but not a home; medicine 
but not health; luxuries but not culture; amusements but not happiness; religion but not salvation; a 
passport to everywhere but heaven”1  

All this suggests that it is important that we take time to work out quite intentionally how we use 
our money, as well as all the other things God gifts us with – our time, our energy, our gifts and 
abilities, life itself. Here at St Mark’s we do that each year at about this time as new sets of 
Offertory envelopes are made available to those who find them  a useful aid to their disciplined and 
regular contribution to God and God’s church. As I have just intimated Christian Stewardship is 
about much more than our use of money – it is about our whole response to God in every aspect of 
our lives. However Jesus is onto something when he says, “Where your treasure is there your heart 
will be also”. Where and how we spend our money reflects our priorities. It is a measure of how 
important something/someone is to us. 

In order to assist you as you consider this important issue we have prepared a leaflet on Christian 
Stewardship. I ask you to take this home, to read it carefully and to prayerfully think through the 
issues it raises and to review your financial commitment to God through St Mark’s. You will notice 
that the leaflet highlights some serious issues confronting us as a parish. Issues that we need to 
address, with some urgency. Whilst in recent times we have been more or less paying our way and 
staying afloat financially that is under some threat unless some significant changes occur over the 
next year or two. Already we are budgeting for a deficit this year and so running down our limited 
reserves. Already the lack of sufficient money is constraining us in some areas. Our ageing 
properties are beginning to need more spent on them to keep them in good repair, money we do not 
have. More importantly we need to focus on reaching out to and new people and especially that 
group significantly underrepresented – families with younger children. That in all probability means 
employing at least part-time a person to have a dedicated ministry in that area. Again that will 
require money that we are not currently receiving. I will be encouraging Parish Council to step out 
in faith and start the recruitment process for such a person, in the belief that the necessary finances 
will be forthcoming. For a part time person we will need at least $20,000 extra each year. Plus we 
need to turn around the deficit in our budget. If we broke that down across all our regular 
worshippers we are talking about needing an average of $5 per week per person extra. Some may be 
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able to give much more than that others may already giving all they can. That is the average 
increase we need. Naturally more would be better. 

You may well be thinking – how much should I be giving? Let me share with you some important 
principles which I use when some-one asks me that question. 

1. It is not ever of should or ought. What we give needs to be because we want to- because God 
and God’s church matter and we want to express that with our money as well as our time and 
energy and our worship. If you find that you are begrudging what you give then re-think – 
maybe even stop giving completely and pray for God to move you to the point where you find 
that you are able to give joyfully and with a sense of gratitude. 

2. That’s my second principle. Our giving needs to come out of a sense of the gratitude that arises 
from seeing that all that we have and are is a gift from God – to be enjoyed, celebrated and 
used creatively and responsibly. Our giving is our way of expressing our thanks to God for who 
God is and what God does for us. Some people rightly respond, but that makes it impossible for 
me to ever give enough. Even if I gave all that I own it would not seem adequate to express my 
gratitude to God. That may be how you feel. That’s where the next principle is helpful. 

3. We are called to be stewards of all that we have. To use our time, energy, abilities and material 
possessions in response to our vocation as Christians to live responsibly in and for the world. 
This does not mean that we give a proportion of our money to God and then do what we like 
with the rest! Rather that we use all of our money responsibly in the way we believe God wants 
us to in the knowledge God knows our circumstances and all the demands on us and our 
resources. It is part of our Christian vocation to take seriously our responsibilities to family, to 
the community as well as the church. It is a matter of balance. 

4. What we give is significant and therefore meaningful. One way of saying this is that our giving 
needs to be proportional. Proportional in 2 senses of that word – a definite proportion of our 
income – be that the biblical notion of the tithe – one tenth (be that pre or past tax; before or 
after mortgage is paid etc) or some other %. But also proportionate in terms of the sacrifice it 
represents. An often stated principle based on the example of the widow’s mite in Mark 12.41ff 
that of equal sacrifice. For one person $5-$10 may be significant for another $100-$150 may be 
very little. If proportionate then it also needs to be regular – it is pleasing to note that the survey 
reported in the leaflet revealed a significant number of people who use the envelopes to help 
them do that, setting aside their financial contribution each week even when they don’t attend 
and then bringing it when they do come. I encourage those who do not use the Envelopes to 
consider doing so. Extra sets are available for those who would like them. 

5. Our giving needs to change depending on our circumstances. As the other demands on our 
resources vary and as our income varies so our giving will vary. One might expect that those 
without a mortgage will be able to give a higher % than those with one. That whilst earning a 
wage we may well be able to give more than when retired or out of work. That once our 
children leave home, or start to work and become financially independent again the % we give 
may increase. With this principle in mind it is also appropriate to suggest that you include the 
church in your will. Only this week I had a phone call from a solicitor checking the official 
name and address of the parish because some-one was doing just that. 

6. My final principle is this. It is you and I who are the church. It is all of us together who are 
responsible for the life and ministry of this community. We cannot expect any one else to 
supply what is needed to carry out the mission God calls us to in the world.  

Let us commit ourselves anew to God as we offer the treasure of ourselves and our lives and our 
financial resources in response to the one who first loved us and constantly call us into transforming 
relationship with Godself through the spirit of the risen Christ.   

__________________________ 
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