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Waiting reveals God's love 
 
If you have ever loved and who of us has not?, then you know what it is to wait. Waiting is one of 
the signs and marks of love.   
 
There are all kinds of waiting. The joyous waiting of anticipation for something that one knows is 
certain to happen. A child for Christmas, bride and groom for their wedding day – full of 
excitement and anticipation. The anxious waiting for the results of medical tests be it for oneself or 
a loved one faced with the possibility of a serious illness – the results bringing grief or joy and 
relief. The helpless waiting and watching for a loved one to die – full of anticipatory grief but also 
the joy of a shared moment with the opportunity for real intimacy and connection. At the end there 
is sadness yet a sadness that is often tinged with relief that the weary struggle is over and there is 
peace at last. 
 
Then there is the waiting for a loved one overdue, late home from work or a party. Wondering if 
they are OK.  At first you are not too worried but as the time passes and the minutes grow into 
½ hour, an hour, 2 hours – you become increasingly agitated. What can have happened? Why don't 
they ring they must know you will be worried. The sound of every car in the distance is accentuated 
this must be them? But no.  One's sense of dread and anger increase to be replaced by the joy and 
relief when finally the one awaited arrives. The fact that they are safe displacing everything else. 
 
And then there is the waiting for which all who love must wait; waiting for the response to love. For 
love to be recognised for what it is and to be received and accepted.  For love never forces, never 
compels a response but waits for love to be recognised for what it is. Love does not ask for or need 
any other response; just for the object of one's loving to know that it/she/he is loved. That is love's 
triumph and fulfillment. Love's tragedy is for love to be unrecognised, unexperienced for what it is. 
Such is the precarious nature of love.  The people of Israel knew what it was to wait for the 
fulfillment of the promise of the Messiah of the expected Saviour; the one who was to come to set 
God's people free. In faith and love they waited and not in vain as today's Gospel shows us. For God 
comes as Emmanuel God with us.  
 
God comes in love and gives Godself and it is the measure of the love that it is in the form of God's 
only Son that God comes. Because it is love that God offers God ever awaits our response.  The 
great gift that we can offer to God this and every Christmas is to respond anew with our yes to his 
invitation to relationship and so to life; life in all its fullness which is eternal life. To allow the word 
made flesh, Jesus to be born anew in our hearts and lives as we invite God to be part of our living of 
every moment of every day and so allow the abundant life that Jesus came to offer and to share to 
be ours.  
 
For to know – to truly know at the depth of one's being that one is loved, valued, treasured is a 
liberating experience. It frees us to be more fully the person we have it in us to become. It gives us 
the courage to be more authentic, to drop the masks and pretences and defences we so often hide 
behind and which inhibit real relationships and intimacy. Stopping us from both giving and just as 
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importantly receiving love and so healing. I've yet to meet someone who does not need healing. 
 
Most, if not all of us, find it had to accept that we are loved, especially by God, for we know that 
there are parts of us that are most unlovely and so we feel unlovable. Despite all that, the message 
of Jesus, the message at the heart of Christmas is that God does love us, with a love that is so 
extravagant that it can best be described as a wasteful love – love in excess, beyond expectation and 
beyond deserving. Such a love can free and stimulate us to love wastefully in response. Is any other 
response possible? To the degree that we fail to love, fail to pursue justice and peace; to that extent 
we reveal our failure to recognise and experience God's love. 
 
May you know yourself to be loved. May you recognise, receive and accept that most precious of 
gifts which is Christmas. God's love. And in that knowing and recognising and accepting may you 
be enabled to live life more fully, freely, courageously and to love joyously and wastefully.  
 
Have a joyous and blessed Christmas and a happy and safe beginning to 2007.  
 
May the God of surprises, who is Immanuel, sustain, guide and strengthen you in all your living and 
loving.  Amen. 
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